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 Coastal Zone grant project launched at December meetings   
  
     The Eastern U.P. Regional Planning and Development Commission (EUPRPDC) has been awarded a 
Coastal Zone Management grant that will put critical information in the hands of waterfront 
communities and agencies throughout the region.    
     Planners say that significant pressure is placed on coastal areas due to development, most of which 
involves residential use. With recent Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) efforts to provide 
better flood zone mapping, and EUPRPDC’s work to develop parcel mapping, the dollars fund the 
development of data sets using a Geographic Information System (GIS) for the entire region.  
     These data sets include building footprints, historic shorelines and water levels, and zoning districts. 
EUPRPDC officials say information like this can be helpful to those working in law enforcement, 
emergency preparedness/response, resource conservation, planning and zoning, and shoreline 
protection. 
     With the EUP’s unique location, the data is critical to good planning.  
   “The information developed through this grant will be integral to communities that border our Great 
Lakes and the St. Marys River,” said EUPRPDC CEO Jeff Hagan. “By providing updated data, we are 
assisting communities who want to improve planning tools and techniques in coastal areas.” 
     The effort will be deemed a success, according to Hagan, when communities have the information 
and resources that foster wise decision-making and they are able to improve resilience toward coastal 
hazards like flooding and erosion.   
     Community members are invited to learn more about the grant and the kinds of information that will 
be gathered and organized at three upcoming meetings:  

 Tuesday, Dec. 8 at 4pm  Comfort Inn in Newberry   

 Thursday, Dec. 10 at 4pm, St. Ignace Public Library   

 Monday, Dec. 14 at 4pm, Sault Ste. Marie SmartZone Building at 2345 Meridian Street 
     For more information about the upcoming meetings, please contact Nathan Coon at 906-635-1581, 
or email ncoon@eup-planning.org  
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