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 Worley named Champion of Workforce Development  
 
    Just over one year after retirement, former Eastern Upper Peninsula Michigan Works! Director Gwen 
Worley was still being recognized for her hard work when she received the Champion of Workforce 
Development Award last month.  
     The award, bestowed upon one person annually by the Michigan Works! Association, recognizes 
“long-standing pioneers in workforce development who have committed their lives to making a 
difference in Michigan,” according to the Association.  
     A testimonial written in the conference brochure summarized Worley’s 35 years of service, including 
a number of accomplishments and a list of posts she has held within the community. It was capped by 
this statement: “Gwen’s dedication and commitment have shown through in all that she has done for 
the development of workforce activities and her community and we are thankful for her leadership.”  
     Worley, who has taken the last year to enjoy family and travel, said she was surprised to be the only 
recipient for this state-wide honor.  
     “Coming a year after my retirement, this was a very nice capstone to a career I really enjoyed. 
Despite some of the challenges we faced, there was always the conviction that we were doing good 
work and changing people's lives for the better, so this recognition is truly gratifying,” she said. 
     Ever humble, Worley is quick to point out that there were many players involved in all of the efforts 
and accomplishments throughout her career.  
     “I am fortunate to have had wonderful coworkers, local service providers and board members who 
have supported our workforce efforts in the Eastern UP.  They became my friends and advisors as we 
figured out how to make federal and state programs work best for our customers.  Investing those 
resources helped our citizens to become productive, skilled workers who could support themselves and 
their families long after the funding ended,” she explained. 
     She went on to credit other local agencies who contribute to bettering people’s lives for the region’s 
success. “People in the Eastern UP, including our employers, have always stepped up to the plate to get 
the job done,” said Worley.  
     The award was presented to Worley at the Michigan Works! Association annual conference in Mt. 
Pleasant in early October.  
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