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Public Meeting on October 14 to introduce contractor for
the Little Rapids Restoration Project
Sault Ste. Marie, MI. -During the summer of 2016, the Chippewa County Road Commission (CCRC) will
replace a portion of the Sugar Island causeway with a 625-foot bridge to restore water flow, improve 50-70 acres
of fish habitat, improve the road surface, and create a safer pedestrian walkway and fishing pier. Project planners
are holding a public meeting to ensure local residents are informed of progress as the Little Rapids Restoration
Project moves forward. This meeting to introduce the project team will be held on Wednesday, October 14 at 6pm
at the Sugar Island Township Hall. Island residents and interested community members are invited learn more
about upcoming construction.

At their meeting in July 2015, the CCRC Board approved and announced the selection ofPayne & Dolan Inc., of
Waukesha Wisconsin, and Kinross, Michigan, to design and construct the bridge. Speaking on behalf of the
CCRC Board Chairman Richard Timmer stated "the Road Commission is grateful for the opportunity to improve
this roadway, create safer conditions for pedestrians and drivers, and support our community'>s longstanding
efforts to restore the health of the St. Mary's River. " The selection of the project contractor was a rigorous,
competitive process initiated over a year ago. Payne and Dolan Inc. have 85 years of experience in building and
construction, and a commitment to sustainability on a variety of scales. Their experience and performance history
locally demonstrates their ability to provide a high level of quality and professionalism to Chippewa County and
the residents of Sugar Island throughout the project.

The Little Rapids Restoration Project was initiated by area sportsmen over two decades ago and was ultimately
identified as a project that could lead to de-Iisting the St. Mary's River as a Great Lakes Areas of Concern (AOCs)
or "toxic hotspot". A partnership with the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), the Great
Lakes Commission (GLC) has provided CCRC with the funding to finally complete this last project on the U. S.
sideoftheAOCin2016.

Approximately $9 million have been made available for the project from the U. S. Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA)'s Great Lakes Restoration Initiative through the NOAA-GLC partnership. Funding will primarily
be used for construction materials, labor and contractors. The CCRC is administering the project, which will also
complete an ongoing paving project of 1-1/2 Mile Road. Other local partners, including Lake Superior State
University and the Eastern Upper Peninsula Regional Planning and Development Commission, will be providing
monitoring and communication support for the project.

For more information on the meeting or the project, please contact Rob Laitinen, CCRC Manager, at 906-635-
5295.
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