
THE NORTH HURON SCENIC BYWAY 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

NORTH HURON SCENIC BYWAY 

 CORRIDOR INVENTORY PLAN 

 

 

 

PRESENTED BY:  THE NORTH HURON SCENIC BYWAY ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

Prepared by:  Eastern Upper Peninsula Regional Planning & Development Commission  

 

WITH FUNDING PROVIDED BY:  MICHIGAN DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 

 

2017 

 

Eastern U.P. Regional Planning & Development Commission. 

1118 E. Easterday Ave., Sault Sainte Marie, MI 49783 www.eup-planning.org 

 

http://www.eup-planning.org/


Table of Contents 
 

Chapter 1. Location Map 1 

Chapter 2. Byway Sponsor 2 

Chapter 3. Local Byway Committee 3 

Chapter 4. Inventory and Assessment 

A. Traffic and Safety Analyses 
B. Corridor Analysis: Physical, Visual, Institutional 

4 

5 
7 

Chapter 5. Site Evaluation and Ranking 

A. Criteria and Methodology 
B. Resource Inventory Evaluations 

19 

19 
21 

Chapter 6. Byway Management Strategy 

A. General Goals, Objectives and Actions for the Byway 
B. Byway Management Measures 
C. Public Outreach and Engagement 
D. Implementation of the Corridor Management Plan 
E. Financial Plan 

112 

112 
115 
119 
120 
129 

Chapter 7. Appendix 

A. Trail Inventory 
B. Bibliography 
C. Public Comments and Committee Responses 
D. Official Endorsements 

 

131 

131 
132 
133 
152 

 



 

Chapter 1 | Locator Map  
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Chapter 2 | Byway Sponsor Information 
 
During 2006, a group of stakeholders from Clark Township gathered to discuss the potential for developing a non‐
motorized pathway between Cedarville and Hessel.  From these discussions grew a much larger and collaborative effort, 
now known as the North Huron Scenic Pathway.  The proposed pathway would run from downtown St. Ignace to 
Drummond Island, spanning over 70 miles. The Pathway committee, composed of volunteers and local government 
officials, began meeting monthly to discuss strategies for developing this pathway. By the spring of 2007 the committee 
had identified the completion of a Preliminary Engineering Study as the first step toward pathway development. This 
study was completed in May of 2008 and provides the Committee with preferred and alternate route locations as well as 
detailed engineering specifications, including cost estimates for segments of the pathway.  Throughout the process of 
developing this Study, which was completed by Rowe, Inc. the Committee also began to fully realize the numerous 
recreational opportunities along M‐134, a segment of State highway which had long been locally contemplated as a 
Heritage Route.  Once the Preliminary Engineering Study was completed, many of these same stakeholders reconvened to 
begin the pursuit of Recreational Heritage Route Designation for M‐134 from its starting point at Interstate 75 to the 
Townline Road and M‐134 (Four Corners) on Drummond Island. 
 
The North Huron Scenic Byway Committee is composed of representatives from Clark Township, 
DeTour Township, DeTour Village, St. Ignace Township, Raber Township, Marquette Township, Drummond 
Township, Chippewa and Mackinac County Road Commissions, the Michigan Department of Transportation 
(MDOT), the Eastern U.P. Transit Authority, the Great Waters nature tourism alliance and Michigan State 
University Extension Mackinac County, along with assistance from various other agencies and organizations.   
The Eastern U.P. Regional Planning & Development Commission facilitated the process of this plan’s development and 
constructed the management plan by compiling the input, insights, resources and comments provided by the Committee 
and local stakeholders. 
 
The Village of De Tour was the agency sponsor of record for designation of this Scenic Byway during the development of 

the revised Corridor Management Plan (herein referred to as the CMP) in 2010. This continues to be the case as we 

developed this update to the CMP. The Village of De Tour is the only Act-51 agency located within the Scenic Byway’s 

corridor boundaries. As the sponsor organization, the Village is afforded, at minimum, one (1) seat on the North Huron 

Scenic Byway Advisory Committee (NHSBAC), and will be host to, at minimum, two (2) Committee meetings annually.   
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Chapter 3 | Scenic Byway Advisory Committee Roster 
 
The North Huron Scenic Byway Advisory Committee (NHSBAC) summary of functions is listed below and can also found 
in the attached By-Laws for the Committee, which we adopted in 2016. 
 
Scott Danforth and Gary Reid served as chairpersons for the committee while this plan was developed and published. The 
Eastern Upper Peninsula Regional Planning & Development Commission facilitated the process of this plan’s development 
and constructed the management plan by compiling the input, insights, resources and comments provided by the 
Committee and local stakeholders. 
 
Name Organization  Name Organization 
Gary Reid  Clark Township Anne Fleming Little Traverse Conservancy  
Rob Bloch De Tour Township Kristy Beyer Drummond Island 
Paul Warner Raber Township Alan Beyer Drummond Island 
Jeff Hagan EUPRPDC Linda Miller Pickford Township 
Susie Rutledge Clark Township Board Jim Struble Les Cheneaux Chamber & Tourism 
Mike Mahn Clark Township Planning 

Commission 
Scott Danforth Drummond Island Tourism 

Association  
Marilyn 
McGuire 

De Tour Village  John 
Kronemeyer 

Marquette Township 

Wendy Hoffman Sault Ste. Marie Tribe of Chippewa 
Indians 

Dave Rusch MDOT 

Dale Nelson St. Ignace Township Tom Doyle MDOT 
Chuck Moser EUPTA Paul Gaberdiehl DNR 
Julia 
Slabosheski 

United States Forest Service Lynn Coulter  Drummond Island Cross Country 
Club 

Becky 
Kogelschatz 

Hessel Bay Sunset Cabins Phil Milan  Marquette Township 

Amy Polk Les Cheneaux Chamber & Tourism  Dawn Nelson  St. Ignace Township 
Dwayne 
Matkovish 

Drummond Island Mary Ellen 
Mrozek  

 

Pam Johnson  Drummond Island Tourism Assn  Steve Walker Drummond Island Tourism Assn 
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Chapter 4 | Inventory and Assessment 
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A. Traffic and Safety Analyses 
 
According to the most current Crash Data, available through the RoadSoft Safety Management Analysis system, during the 
period from 2005 through 2014, the following trends were identified along the M-134 corridor from the intersection of I-
75 and M-134 to Four Corners on Drummond Island. 

 
There was a total of 465 incidents during the ten year period, resulting in an average of 46.5 crashes per calendar year. The 
highest percentage of reported crashes occurred on Fridays, with 17.4 percent of the total occurring on this day of the 
week. It should be noted that 43.7 percent of all crashes along the corridor occurred during the weekend (defined as 
Friday/Saturday/Sunday). 63.2 percent of all crashes occurring during “dry” conditions, 11.6 percent in snowy conditions, 
18.7 percent in wet or slushy conditions and 4.3 percent in icy surface conditions. Nearly 45% of crashes occurred during 
daylight hours. The predominant severity of crashes in this corridor tended to be Property Damage, at 93.5 percent. Deer 
or other wildlife were involved in 80% of all reported crashes, 2% involved drinking.  January, February, and March 
account for over 40% of all crashed on M-134, likely due to the adverse weather conditions common to those months.  
 
In evaluating the crash data provided, it becomes apparent that this corridor of M-134 is relatively safe, experiencing no 
fatal accidents during this ten year period. Deer/wildlife/animal crashes continue to be a concern that results in 
significant property damage. This Corridor Management Plan recommends that MDOT continues to monitor any and all 
advancements in the area of wildlife mortality and study best practices that could prove beneficial for reducing the 
number of such incidents along the corridor, including the signage policy and frequency for the byway.  
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B. Corridor Analysis: Physical, Visual, Institutional 
 
A 50-mile excursion along the northern coast of Lake Huron, the M-134 Byway is rich with recreational opportunities and scenic 
views. With paddling sports, swimming, fishing, hiking, skiing, snowshoeing, snowmobiling, and ATV/ORV’ing, the M-134 Byway is 
the perfect chance to experience Pure Michigan in every way imaginable. Unique communities punctuate the byway experience and 
provide the traveler with all desired amenities.  

St. Ignace Township and Marquette Township 
Traveling from east to west along the byway, travelers first past through St. Ignace and Marquette Townships. Various sites along M-
134 possess unique geological features – scrapings, karst caves, fossilized roads.  This area has many cross country, snowmobile, 
hiking, and ORV trails in addition to spectacular views of the Mackinac Bridge, Lighthouses, and Lake Huron. 
 
Hessel and Cedarville in Clark Township 
These two towns provide access to the Les Cheneaux Islands and offer that small town lure along with marinas, restaurants, shops, 
and plenty of recreation. The Les Cheneaux area has a rich human history starting with the Ojibwa Indians and their ancestors who 
settled in the area thousands of years ago. French fur traders and explorers arrived in the 1600s and the small communities of Hessel 
and Cedarville date back to the mid-1800s when Scandinavian, Irish and Italian immigrants first settled in the area to log and fish. 
Today, the area's rich maritime history is reflected in the historic waterfront business districts, wooden Chris-Craft boats moored in 
the harbor and the unique rock-crib docks, boat houses and summer homes that line the shore. 
 
DeTour Village 
Incorporated in 1899, the Village of DeTour is surrounded on three sides by water – Lake Huron, the DeTour Passage, and the St. 
Mary’s River. The Peninsula has been a distinctive landmark for travelers, from Native American canoers to modern commercial 
freighters. This unique village is home to miles of beaches, a marina, boat launches, picnic areas, and freighter views. DeTour Village 
forms the crux of the M-134 highway, linking Drummond Island to the State of Michigan.  
 
Drummond Island 
Drummond Island is the perfect location for a multitude of recreational activities – enjoy ATV/ORV’ing on some of the most scenic 
and rugged trails in Michigan, with over 117 miles of ORV trails and loops. Golfers can enjoy playing on two different courses on the 
Island, carved out of hardwoods and cedar forests. Kayak or canoe the paths of the Native Americans and early settlers – with over 140 
miles of coast and inland shoreline to explore. Or, spend time relaxing as you fish for smelt, perch, walleye, northern pike, smallmouth 
bass, salmon, or one of several other species of fish available around the Island. 
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C-1 Recreation:      

From the I-75 exit onto M-134, a traveler immediately connects to three regional, outdoor recreational trails: biking, birding, and 
paddling. Leave the car at the MDOT carpool lot on the northeast side of the highway and grab your gear!  

United States Bicycle Route 35 begins north of the byway in Sault Ste. Marie and continues 500 miles to Indiana. The byway 
intersects at right angles with USBR 35 as it transects the Upper Peninsula and connects to Michigan’s Lower Peninsula.  
 

Extending from St. Ignace to Drummond Island, and North to Pickford, the North Huron Birding Trail ( ) encompasses the 
byway and beyond, with excellent bird-watching sites marked throughout the region. Waterfowl including Loons and Cranes and 
raptors like the Snowy Owl find well-preserved habitat along the byway.  
 
Eastern Upper Peninsula Regional Planning & Development Commission, along with many partners, recently completed mapping all 

Great Lakes water trails ( ) in the region. The North Huron Shoreline is divided into multiple sections, the Les Cheneaux and 
Island Explorer (Drummond Island) sections pre-date the completion of the regional trails. From broad sandy beaches, to island-
protected alcoves, the north shore of Lake Huron provides a varied paddling experience with endless potential for a variety of trips. 
Many of the following amenities are also Birding Trail and Water Trail sites, as indicated on the map with symbols.  
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1. Pine River Boat Launch has been newly developed to facilitate both motor and quiet-water crafts. The launch provides access 

to Lake Huron and the Pine River, which winds north through Rudyard.  
 

2. Hessel Beach This sandy beach is open to the public and features enclosed restrooms, changing areas, and running well water. 
Benches and parking are available. From the byway, turn south at the Hessel blinking light, onto Pickford Avenue and then right 

onto Lake Street. Swim, launch your kayak, or just relax in the sun!   
 

3. Hessel Marina anchors downtown Hessel and provides the byway’s first developed boat launch. Open from Memorial Day 
through Labor Day. The marina offers 24 slips, electrical and water hook-up, restrooms with showers, on-site laundry facilities, 

and on-site pump-out service.  
 

4. Hessel Ridge Golf this 18-hole golf course is located just north of Hessel across from the airport and is your first golfing 
experience along the byway.  
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5. Les Cheneaux Golf Club The oldest golf course in Michigan, these links connect to Lake Huron with stunning views of the Les 
Cheneaux Islands.  
 

6. Snows Heritage Park Get out of the car and play a bit! Turn north onto Blindline Road and the park will be on your left. Once 
there, take advantage of the baseball fields, horseshoe pits, playground and picnic pavilion. 

 
7. Cedarville Boat Launch On Meridian Street, a gazebo, small dock and ramp offers boaters access to the Les Cheneaux Islands 

on the east side of the island chain. Ramp fees payable on site. Parking available across the street. Restrooms are North on 

Meridian Street at the Clark Township Fire and Ambulance Hall.  
 

 

 

8. Swimming Beach located just west of the Gerstacker Preserve at the northern tip of Albany Bay, this location is ideal for 

swimming and rock collecting in Lake Huron, featuring a sandy beach area, easily accessible from the roadside parking area.  

10



9. Cranberry Lake ATV Trails and Parking Area miles of trails for RVs 50 inches in width or less including off-road 
motorcycles. ORV license and trail permit required. 

 
10. DeTour State Forest Campground and the adjoining state forest lands are located on a peninsula that extends from the 

highway out into Lake Huron. A Recreation Passport is required for camping. This isolated and protected peninsula supports a 
rich variety of mammals as well as nesting and migrating forest and shorebirds. For those interested in an extended hike of about 3 
miles, park in the first pullout on the right after turning onto State Forest Campground Road. Follow the trail through the forest to 
the lake edge and hike around the point to the trail that continues to the campground. Return on the park road. Otherwise, 
continue driving to the campground and park in the day-use area. In winter, the park roads and trails offer outstanding cross-
country skiing and snowshoeing routes. The campground serves as an entrance point to 48,000 acres of motor cross and 

snowmobile trails with access to Caribou Lake, Cranberry Lake Floodplains, and Pickford.     
 

11. Caribou Lake located north of M-134, approximately 3.5 miles from DeTour Village.  Caribou Lake encompasses 825 acres and is 
known to carry many species of fish, including:  smallmouth bass, rock bass, walleye, yellow perch, northern pike, pumpkinseed 
sunfish, brown bullhead and white suckers.  Site amenities include a public boat launch, a Township park, and sandy beach.  The 
lake is bounded by North and South Caribou Lake Roads, which offer spectacular scenic drives from DeTour Village to M-48. 

 
12. Mallette Park is a great location for a picnic and some leisurely freighter watching. Pick up some pamphlets on local attractions 

at the new informational kiosk, or follow the boardwalk down to the beach and launch a kayak. 
 

13. Drummond Island Ferry This ferry service is operated and maintained by the Eastern Upper Peninsula Transit Authority 
(EUPTA) and runs 365 days a year.  This car ferry can accommodate large loads, up to and including modular homes.  Over 
100,000 round-trip vehicle tickets and nearly 200,000 round-trip passenger tickets are purchased annually. Currently the 
Drummond Islander IV ferries vehicles across the DeTour Passage to Drummond, at 148’ with a 43’ beam, twin 960 horsepower 
Caterpillar diesels with a 32 car capacity.  Drummond Island is also serviced by the Drummond Islander III, at 108’ with a 37’ 
beam, twin engines, and a 25 car capacity, also featuring ice-breaking capability Please refer to the EUPTA website for the 

schedule.    
 

14. De Tour Boat Launch offers two launches, a parking area, and portable restrooms.   
 

15. DeTour Harbor/State Dock features over 30 marina slips and has a harbor master on duty from May 15 through September 8.  
The dock also features rest rooms, showers, electricity and water, coin-operated laundry, pump-out, gasoline and diesel.  This boat 
launch within the Village of DeTour features a nice public ramp located just south of DeTour Harbor.  There is a large concrete 
ramp with a loading dock and plentiful parking available on site.  The harbor is deep enough to accommodate boats of almost any 

size.  This is also the site of an old shipwreck and provides a good viewpoint to watch passing freighters.  
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16. Drummond Island Township Park & Campground (with Heritage Trail) Turn off of the byway on to Township Park 
Road, and three-tenths of a mile in you’ll see signs indicating the start of a three-mile all-season trail. This site links the Birding 
and Water Trails, and wildlife of all varieties is often active and observable. Bathrooms are available at the Township Park during 

the summer months only.    
 

17. Drummond Island Township Golf Course located just off Townline Road, north of the byway, this 9-hole par 36 course has 
affordable rates and offers the unique experience of surrounding the airport runway.  

 
18. Drummond Island Resort and The Rock Golf Course features a year-round hiking trail is open to the public at no cost and 

offers two hiking loops within the Drummond Island Resort property.  The golf course is surrounded by wildlife habitat for a one-
of-a-kind sporting experience. Drummond Island Resort boasts a variety of accommodations and amenities, in addition to a 
convention center for professional and social events.  
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19. ATV/ORV Trails track for 117 miles across and around Drummond Island, and often are the best way to see the unique natural 
and geological sites found around the island. Some of the most rugged and scenic trails found in North America, follow these trails 
over a wide variety of terrains to beaches, the Steps at Marble Head, or an inland lake! 
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C-2 Historic and Cultural: 

 
 

1. The Hessel School House: Avery Arts & Nature Learning Center is a newly-restored events center. Visitors to the region 
can stop in and find information on the region’s wide variety of natural resources and experiences, and potentially sign up for a 
guided trail hike or learning opportunity.  

 
2. The Les Cheneaux Culinary School opened in September of 2015. Each group of students enrolls in classes for the academic 

year and works a hands-on internship in the summer at the school’s own restaurant. The restaurant offers the highest-quality, 
farm-to-table dining experience in the region.  
 

3. Mackinac Bay Pull Off/Leopold Historic Marker viewing platform located alongside the crystal clear Mackinac Creek 
allows you a front-row seat to nature's marshland symphony, featuring the music of tuneful songbirds and croaking frogs. A 
viewing platform adjoining the road offers views of the creek, marsh. Interpretive signs provide additional background on this 
critical habitat. Recently a Michigan historical marker commemorating famed naturalist Aldo Leopold was placed at this site. 
 

4. Les Cheneaux Historical Museum the islands have a rich human history starting with the Ojibwa Indians and their ancestors 
who settled in the area thousands of years ago. French fur traders and explorers arrived in the 1600s and the small communities of 
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Hessel and Cedarville date back to the mid-1800s when immigrants first settled in the area to log and fish. By the late 1800s, the 
islands became a popular summer resort area with a number of large hotels and many family owned “camps” located on the 
islands. This heritage is preserved and celebrated at the museum. 
 

5. The Great Lakes Boat Building School opened in 2007, and shorter workshops open to hobbyists began the following 
summer. The only wooden boat building school in the Great Lakes region, the Great Lakes Boat Building School has a nearly 100% 
placement rating. Daily tours are offered at 2:00 every afternoon. 
 

6. Les Cheneaux Maritime Museum is located in the O.M. Reif Boathouse. The local boating culture is well-documented, and 
antique boats and marine artifacts are viewable at the museum.  

 
7. DeTour Reef Light Station Michigan Historical Marker The U.S. Lighthouse Service built an onshore light station on Point 

DeTour in 1848. In 1929, the Lighthouse Service replaced that light with a station atop the reef, and in the DeTour Reef Light 
Station was constructed in 1931. The new station housed resident keepers, equipment, and supplies in three stories. The tower 
rises more than eighty feet above the water and sits atop a forty-one-foot-high wood crib and concrete pier resting on DeTour Reef. 
The Coast Guard automated the station in 1974 and decommissioned it in 1997. The DeTour Reef Light Preservation Society, 
established in 1998, restored the station in 2004, opened it to visitors in 2005, and took ownership in 2010. 
 

8. DeTour Passage Museum presents the history of the peninsula, from Native American artifacts and European settlement to the 
more modern marine displays. This is also a great spot for freighter viewing.  
 

9. DeTour Passage Underwater Preserve This preserve features a variety of dive sites in less than 30 feet of water.  Sites include 
a tugboat, rail car ferry, and the John W. Cullen. Further north and south of the main channel in deeper water divers can find the 
John B. Merrill and the J.C. Ford. Access to the DeTour Underwater Preserve for divers brining their own boats is provided at two 
launch ramps in the Village of DeTour. 

 
10. Fort Drummond Michigan Historical Marker The British chose this site in order to maintain control of the fur trade. 

However the fort was constructed just a few years before Drummond Island was ruled United States territory. Now summer 
cottages occupy this rocky countryside and only a few ruined chimneys survive as reminders of the conflict between British and 
American sovereignty in the Old Northwest. 
 

11. Drummond Island Historical Museum and Betsy Seaman Memorial Park are located two miles north of the end of the 
byway and the building features a fireplace which was reconstructed from the chimney stones of Fort Drummond. Visitors can 
view artifacts from Native American and Finish island dwellers, materials about the British Fort, which is located further 
southwest on the island, on private property, as well as objects from more recent settlers of the Island.  The adjoining park offers 
picnic tables, grills, and a veterans’ memorial.  
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C-3 Scenic, Natural, and Archeological: 

 
 

1. Search Bay follow a single track dirt road, Forest Road 3436, south from M-134, west of Hessel. The road meanders through 
aspen groves, cedar swamps, meadows and ponds to an unimproved camping area and pristine lake shore along the edge of Search 
Bay. Camping is primitive, with no facilities such as tables, toilets or drinking water. The diversity of habitats along the road 
attracts a variety of wildlife, so stop frequently to scan the surrounding area. During the breeding season in spring, watch for 
nesting bald eagles and listen for loons calling from the water. Walk along the edge of the bay in the spring and fall and scan the 
adjacent trees and shrubs for migrating songbirds. In the summer, stop for a swim and watch for waterfowl feeding in the shallow 

bay. This is also an important winter deer range as the browse line on the trees indicates.  
 

2. Birge Preserve Complex Located on Brulee Point overlooking the Les Cheneaux Islands, the Birge Nature Preserve captures 
the quiet solitude of the Lake Huron shoreline and surrounding wetlands at three separate locations. Continue past the first two 
units on the right side of the road to the parking area at the Jack Mertaugh unit where marshes and grasslands edge the Lake 
Huron shoreline at the mouth of Hessel Bay. Shorebirds congregate in the area during spring and fall migration, and waterfowl 
and wading birds can be seen off shore from spring through fall. Walk back along the road to the first unit and continue on the 
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boardwalk to a viewing platform overlooking Loon Lake. Mixed stands of water-loving poplar, larch, balsam fir and white spruce 
surround the board walk and lake, providing excellent habitat for songbirds. The small lake attracts various types of ducks 
including common and hooded mergansers. In spring, walk the boardwalk in the evening and enjoy the courtship calls of the aptly 

named spring peepers. In the winter explore the groomed cross-country trails.    
  

3. William Derby Preserve- Three miles of trails meander through this 200-acre preserve, past geological formations through the 

forest to the shore of Lake Huron. Relax on the Aldo Leopold bench and take in the sights and sounds of the bay.   
 
4. Cedarville Waterfront Park an excellent bird-watching site, the park also provides a beautiful location for a family picnic. 

Enjoy an ice cream while observing the activities of the waterfront.   
 

5. Bush Bay Scenic Overlook The rocky shoreline of Bush Bay, massive mountains of crushed rock, and cargo ships at the docks 
across from the overlook hint at the unique geologic history along this part of Lake Huron. Hidden beneath the glacial gravels and 
dense forests lies the Niagara Escarpment, an ancient ring of limestone bedrock formed 450 million years ago from the shells of 
animals living in a shallow sea that covered what is today Michigan. A new trail has been established and marked along the 
shoreline. Check out the gray, fine-textured boulders along the lake edge for evidence of fossil shellfish, coral and plant-shaped 
crinoids. Scan the sheltered bay and bordering trees for birds. 
 

6. Lake Huron/Albany Island Turnout The first of many turnouts, as indicated on the map above, this location has no 
amenities, but is a beautiful spot to stop and stretch your legs. Often the many turnouts are birding or water trail sites, and each 

provides an impressive view of the varied and ever-surprising Lake Huron shoreline.   
 

7. DeTour Roadside Park Nestled in the forest adjoining Lake Huron, the DeTour Roadside Park provides a convenient rest stop 
for humans and birds traveling along the lakeshore. The manicured grounds offer picnic tables, vault toilets and drinking water as 

well as a dense canopy of hardwoods and conifers for migrating and nesting songbirds.   

 
8. DeTour Peninsula Nature Preserve Jutting down into Lake Huron, this preserve includes the rich diversity that typifies 

northern Lake Huron. It contains sand and gravel beaches, limestone cobble shore, boreal forests, rich conifer swamps, emerging 
march, and coaster fen. A two-track road runs through the preserve to private land on the tip of the peninsula and is open to foot 

traffic. A small parking area is planned for the end of the two-track road (Point Road).   
 

9. DeTour Reef Lighthouse was built on the shore in 1847 and moved to its current location a mile into the waters of Lake Huron 
in 1931, and marks the entrance to the St. Marys River. In 1998 the DeTour Reef Lighthouse was placed on the National Trust for 
Historic Preservation’s List of America’s Most Endangered Historic Places.  In 2005 it was placed on the National Register of 
Historic Places.  The Lighthouse is operated and maintained by the DeTour Reef Light Preservation Society (DRLPS) which 
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consists of community leaders from DeTour Village and Drummond Island, this nonprofit volunteer organization is dedicated to 
preserving and restoring the lighthouse for all to enjoy. 

10. DeTour Botanical Gardens This scenic turnout from M-134 features a sunny park and gazebo overlook to the DeTour Passage, 
furnished complete with benches to let visitors sit and enjoy the views, which many times include freighters passing through on 
their way to the St. Mary’s river system. This true source of community pride is open to the public and provides a rare solitary gem 
is completely maintained and planted by volunteers annually. The summer gardens are filled with annuals and perennials, 

featuring rose gardens with 30 different varieties.  
 

11. Williams Nature Preserve this 80-acre preserve has 1.3 miles of trails, which showcase the forest with its varied wildlife 

habitats. This area provides an exceptionally rich birding experience.  
 

The Capstone of the Byway  

Beyond the end of the North Huron Scenic Byway at Four Corners on Drummond Island lays a whole new set of opportunities for 
recreation and enjoyment of unique natural experiences and areas.  

The Nature Conservancy maintains the Maxton-Plains Nature Preserve and Harbor Island National Wildlife Refuge, 
protecting a variety of geologic markers, rare plants and wildlife habitats, including the Alvar grasslands. The Michigan Department of 
Natural Resources created a similarly protected area for waterfowl and fish in the Potagannissing Wildlife Flooding Area and 
Dam.  Another small rustic park, Warner's Cove Nature Preserve & Picnic Area, offers a beautiful view of Lake Huron, and is 
located approximately 3.5 miles south of M-134 and Four Corners.    

Several notable water trail stops also provide beautiful settings for picnics and a place to park a car before heading off on a hike. An 
important stop on the water trail, Big Shoal Beach has a parking lot, picnic tables, toilet, and sandy beach. Glen Cove Swimming 
Beach has sandy shallows for bathing, and trails that lead to Marble Head Viewpoint. The less-accessible Fossil Ledges offer an 
opportunity to examine thousands of fossils embedded in the stone and scattered along the beach. Off-roaders and naturalists alike 
enjoy Marblehead overlook, which provides a unique four-wheeling experience along bedrock and houses rare fern varieties.  
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Chapter 5 | Site Evaluation and Ranking 

A. Criteria and Methodology 
The North Huron Scenic Byway is primarily a recreational route- opportunities for outdoor recreation of all varieties 
abound along this corridor. The Byway also exhibits other intrinsic qualities as defined by Definitions taken from Federal 
Highway Administration, National Scenic Byways Program, 1999. “Byway Beginnings,” the following definitions informed 
the committee’s analysis: 

  
Recreational Qualities: Outdoor recreational activities directly associated with and dependent on the natural and 
cultural elements of the landscape; opportunities for active and passive recreational experience. Visual access to 
significant resources and the relationship among the resources and between the resources and the road. Criteria: There 
are a variety of recreational opportunities available throughout the year Resources exist in many places along the byway. 
The relationship of the resources to the Byway and each other support the overall theme or Byway “story.” 
 
Cultural Quality: Evidence and expressions of customs or traditions of a distinct group of people (crafts, music, dance, 
rituals, festivals, speech, food, special events). Geography -settlement patterns, climactic influences on building styles, 
place names, stories and legends Criteria: The area is populated by a distinct group of people. Traditions of its people are 
expressed in festivals, events, food, etc. Stories and legends contribute to its people, activities, history. 
 
Historic Quality: Legacies of the past associated with physical elements of the landscape; reflect actions of people. 
Specific set of events, an evolving historical story linking diverse events and time periods (e.g., development of farming, a 
specific industry or social or political movement). Criteria: Clear relationship of people to the physical setting Clear 
relationship of past to present 
 
Archeological Quality: Physical evidence of historic or prehistoric human life that are visible and capable of being 
inventoried and interpreted (identified through ruins, artifacts, structural remains) and have scientific significance. 
Criteria: There is visible physical evidence Resources are accessible Resources are scientifically important 
 
Natural Quality: Features of the visual environment that are in a relatively undisturbed state and predate arrival of 
human populations (geological landforms, fossils, water bodies, vegetation and wildlife). Criteria: Resources are visible 
along the Byway Resources are relatively undisturbed 
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Scenic Quality: Heightened visual experience derived from the view of the natural and human-made elements of the 
visual environment (views and vistas) existence or significant scenic views from the road and absence of features that 
detract from the overall image of the road. Criteria: Views are frequent and contribute to a sense of continuity along the 
Byway. There are a variety of views all along the Byway route.  
 
 
Committee members nominated sites, which were then incorporated into the description above in Chapter four. An 
evaluation of each site was completed using the Resource Inventory Worksheets, which follow here and adhere to the 
ratings as prescribed by MDOT. The following is an assessment of resources along the byway. A coding system can be used 
to rank the degree of “tourism readiness” of resources, sites, or facilities along the byway that add to the visitor experience. 
The classification codes reflect certain variables such as the carrying capacity of facilities, parking, restrooms, and other 
visitor support services. 
 
(5) This is the highest ranking for tourism readiness. It reflects a resource or facility that: 
 -  Can handle one or more motor coach at one time (60 or more visitors) 
 -  Has adequate parking 
 -  Has adequate visitor services such as restrooms, handicap accessibility, etc. 
 -  Has regular posted hours of operation, year round or seasonal 
 -  Has a high degree of “authenticity” for the program or services its providing 
 -  Has clear highway orientation signage to the site 

-  May already be listed in state or national travel guides, such as AAA guidebooks 
 
(4) This type of facility meets the same criteria as a number 5 ranked site but may be smaller in size. 
 -  It can handle 60 or fewer visitors at one time 
 -  Has parking available relative to facility size and or location 
 
(3)  This type of facility or site has a lower level of tourism readiness and is typical of small museums or historic homes 
and structures. 
 -  Has limited facility carrying capacity, usually 30 or fewer visitors at one time 
 -  Has limited dedicated parking but has “on street” parking available 

-  Has limited or reduced hours of operation, such as only open on weekends or by appointment 
-  May not have directional signage from the byway 
-  May need additional work to upgrade its authenticity or readiness 
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(2) This type of facility has the lowest level of acceptable tourism readiness. Due to the variables listed below it may not be 
wise to advertise this type of site or attraction in any travel guide or website. 
 -  Can only handle small numbers of visitors at one time, usually “drop in” visitors to a scenic turnout or overlook. 
 -  Has limited or no dedicated parking area and may have limited street parking or residential parking. 
 -  Has no public restrooms 
 -  Has no orientation or directional signage to the site   

-  Has limited hours or none posted 
 

(1)  This type of site or facility is not “tourism ready” for marketing the byway. Some factors considered in this ranking 
include: 

- No posted hours of operation 
- Limited parking 
- No signage to find site 
- Site may be weak in authenticity 
- No public services 

 
(0)  This type of site or resource is not physically accessible to visitors, but can be easily seen by visitors by a drive by or 

can be viewed as a vista or viewpoint and should be included in the tourism readiness inventory if: 
- It has unique or significant scenic or historical value 
- Visitors can easily see it 
- It has authenticity in its design or tells a story significant to the byway 
- It may have some other value that is important to telling the story of the byway 

 

B. Resource Inventory Evaluations 
The following Resource Inventory Worksheets represent a comprehensive, though not necessarily exhaustive, catalog of 
resources found along the byway. They have been compiled and rated according to the definitions and guidelines above, 
and are organized by their most prominent quality.   
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Resource Inventory Worksheet

MICHIGAN BYWAY

Resource Name/Description:

Map Reference #:

Photo #:

Tourism Readiness #:

Indicate the Intrinsic Quality (or Qualities) 
to which this resource contributes:

Archeological

Cultural

Historic

Natural

Recreational

Scenic

1. Why is this scene important?

2. How do the resources shown in this photo help to tell the byway’s story?

continued

Pine River Boat Launch

1

Recreation 1.1

2

Provides the first site along the byway for water recreation.

The photo shows the river which meets Lake Huron. The boat launch is near by. 
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3. How is this resource linked to the other resources along the byway corridor?

4. How is this resource linked to the roadway?

5. Has this resource been recognized by any regional or national program or organization?

6. Who owns this resource?

Is the owner involved in the Byway Committee or the development of the CMP?

Resource Inventory Worksheet  continued

continued

This is the first stop along the byway which is also a water trail stop. The water trail is a cornerstone of the 
byway's recreational qualities. 

The boat launch is on the byway with parking on the north side of M-134. 

No. 

Michigan DNR owns the boat launch and they are very active on the CMP
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Resource Inventory Worksheet

MICHIGAN BYWAY

Resource Name/Description:

Map Reference #:

Photo #:

Tourism Readiness #:

Indicate the Intrinsic Quality (or Qualities) 
to which this resource contributes:

Archeological

Cultural

Historic

Natural

Recreational

Scenic

1. Why is this scene important?

2. How do the resources shown in this photo help to tell the byway’s story?

continued

Hessel Beach

2

Recreation 1.2

4

This site enables recreation, aided by many amenities including restrooms, covered pavilion, boathouse, 
and kayak launching site.

The waters of Lake Huron are a constant companion to the byway and all of its attributes. The peaceful 
beach provide access and enjoyment of these waters.  
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3. How is this resource linked to the other resources along the byway corridor?

4. How is this resource linked to the roadway?

5. Has this resource been recognized by any regional or national program or organization?

6. Who owns this resource?

Is the owner involved in the Byway Committee or the development of the CMP?

Resource Inventory Worksheet  continued

continued

Hessel Beach continues both the recreational and scenic themes of the byway and provides another stop 
along the water trail.

The beach is just south of the byway

No. 

Clark Township owns the beach and they are very involved on the CMP. 
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Resource Inventory Worksheet

MICHIGAN BYWAY

Resource Name/Description:

Map Reference #:

Photo #:

Tourism Readiness #:

Indicate the Intrinsic Quality (or Qualities) 
to which this resource contributes:

Archeological

Cultural

Historic

Natural

Recreational

Scenic

1. Why is this scene important?

2. How do the resources shown in this photo help to tell the byway’s story?

continued

Hessel Marina

3 

Recreation 1.3

4

The Marina is a hub of activity throughout the summer, bringing together water sports, cultural activities, 
and community events. 

The marina continues the recreational theme, facilitating both quiet and motor water sports.  We can tell 
how busy the launch must be in the summer and the attractive walkways form a delightful path to stretch 
your legs on.

26



3. How is this resource linked to the other resources along the byway corridor?

4. How is this resource linked to the roadway?

5. Has this resource been recognized by any regional or national program or organization?

6. Who owns this resource?

Is the owner involved in the Byway Committee or the development of the CMP?

Resource Inventory Worksheet  continued

continued

Boating and water sports unite the byway. Without the marinas and boat launches the great water resource 
of Lake Huron would be inaccessible to the public.

Just south of the byway on Pickford Ave.

No. 

Clark Township owns the marina and they are very involved on the CMP
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Resource Inventory Worksheet

MICHIGAN BYWAY

Resource Name/Description:

Map Reference #:

Photo #:

Tourism Readiness #:

Indicate the Intrinsic Quality (or Qualities) 
to which this resource contributes:

Archeological

Cultural

Historic

Natural

Recreational

Scenic

1. Why is this scene important?

2. How do the resources shown in this photo help to tell the byway’s story?

continued

Hessel Ridge Golf Course

4 

Recreation 1.4

4

There are several golf courses along the byway forming another facet of the recreational theme. The 
Hessel Ridge Golf Course is the first one you will encounter when traveling east along the byway.  

The value of this resource is evident in how recreation and scenic beauty work together. You will find this 
is the case all along the Byway. 

28

Planner1
Stamp



3. How is this resource linked to the other resources along the byway corridor?

4. How is this resource linked to the roadway?

5. Has this resource been recognized by any regional or national program or organization?

6. Who owns this resource?

Is the owner involved in the Byway Committee or the development of the CMP?

Resource Inventory Worksheet  continued

continued

A new chapter in the recreation theme begins at this site and continues through to the end of the byway.  

North of the byway, on 3 mile road, this asset is just a quick drive north from the byway.

No. 

Hessel Ridge Golf Course is an independently owned business and they are not represented on the CMP
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Resource Inventory Worksheet

MICHIGAN BYWAY

Resource Name/Description:

Map Reference #:

Photo #:

Tourism Readiness #:

Indicate the Intrinsic Quality (or Qualities) 
to which this resource contributes:

Archeological

Cultural

Historic

Natural

Recreational

Scenic

1. Why is this scene important?

2. How do the resources shown in this photo help to tell the byway’s story?

continued

Les Cheneaux Golf Club

5 

Recreation 1.5

4

The fun and beauty of the Les Cheneaux Islands are exemplified in the photo above.

Playing golf on land, while enjoying water views- this photo ties together multiple byway themes. 
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3. How is this resource linked to the other resources along the byway corridor?

4. How is this resource linked to the roadway?

5. Has this resource been recognized by any regional or national program or organization?

6. Who owns this resource?

Is the owner involved in the Byway Committee or the development of the CMP?

Resource Inventory Worksheet  continued

continued

The second golf course along the byway.  This resource continues the recreation theme.

The course is located just south of the byway.

No. 

The Les Cheneaux Golf Club is an independently owned business and they are not represented on the 
CMP.
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Resource Inventory Worksheet

MICHIGAN BYWAY

Resource Name/Description:

Map Reference #:

Photo #:

Tourism Readiness #:

Indicate the Intrinsic Quality (or Qualities) 
to which this resource contributes:

Archeological

Cultural

Historic

Natural

Recreational

Scenic

1. Why is this scene important?

2. How do the resources shown in this photo help to tell the byway’s story?

continued

Snows Heritage Park

6

Recreation 1.6

5

The Snows Heritage Park offers two baseball fields, four horseshoe pits, a covered pavilion with an 
outdoor BBQ, playground equipment and tennis courts. 

The tennis courts, playground, and pavilion show in this photo speak to the wide variety of recreational 
opportunities available along the byway. The park offers the community and visitors alike a public 
gathering place for outdoor fun and games. 
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3. How is this resource linked to the other resources along the byway corridor?

4. How is this resource linked to the roadway?

5. Has this resource been recognized by any regional or national program or organization?

6. Who owns this resource?

Is the owner involved in the Byway Committee or the development of the CMP?

Resource Inventory Worksheet  continued

continued

The park offers the community and visitors a place for outdoor activities and gatherings. This extends the 
recreational theme to include organized events and community health recreational opportunities for all 
ages.

Just north of the byway on Blindline Road.

No. 

Clark Township, who is very involved in the CMP. 
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Resource Inventory Worksheet

MICHIGAN BYWAY

Resource Name/Description:

Map Reference #:

Photo #:

Tourism Readiness #:

Indicate the Intrinsic Quality (or Qualities) 
to which this resource contributes:

Archeological

Cultural

Historic

Natural

Recreational

Scenic

1. Why is this scene important?

2. How do the resources shown in this photo help to tell the byway’s story?

continued

Cedarville Boat Launch

7

Recreation 1.7

3

The boat ramp features a gazebo in addition to water access, fees payable on site. 

The photo contains an invitation to continue your journey by waters, or take a detour on your kayak, 
underlining the relaxed atmosphere and natural beauty that pervades the byway. 
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3. How is this resource linked to the other resources along the byway corridor?

4. How is this resource linked to the roadway?

5. Has this resource been recognized by any regional or national program or organization?

6. Who owns this resource?

Is the owner involved in the Byway Committee or the development of the CMP?

Resource Inventory Worksheet  continued

continued

This site continues the recreational theme of the byway and connects it to the water trail.

Just south of the byway on Meridian Street.

No. 

Clark Township owns the boat launch and they are very active on the CMP
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Resource Inventory Worksheet

MICHIGAN BYWAY

Resource Name/Description:

Map Reference #:

Photo #:

Tourism Readiness #:

Indicate the Intrinsic Quality (or Qualities) 
to which this resource contributes:

Archeological

Cultural

Historic

Natural

Recreational

Scenic

1. Why is this scene important?

2. How do the resources shown in this photo help to tell the byway’s story?

continued

Swimming Beach

8

Recreation 2.8

2

The beach allows swimming, picnicking, and a water trail stop. 

The water ties the byway together. This photo shows another scene of quiet enjoyment.
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3. How is this resource linked to the other resources along the byway corridor?

4. How is this resource linked to the roadway?

5. Has this resource been recognized by any regional or national program or organization?

6. Who owns this resource?

Is the owner involved in the Byway Committee or the development of the CMP?

Resource Inventory Worksheet  continued

continued

This is a water trail stop along the byway.

The beach is just off of the byway, on the south side of the road. 

No. 

The Nature Conservancy owns this site and they are not active on the CMP
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Resource Inventory Worksheet

MICHIGAN BYWAY

Resource Name/Description:

Map Reference #:

Photo #:

Tourism Readiness #:

Indicate the Intrinsic Quality (or Qualities) 
to which this resource contributes:

Archeological

Cultural

Historic

Natural

Recreational

Scenic

1. Why is this scene important?

2. How do the resources shown in this photo help to tell the byway’s story?

continued

DeTour Harbor

9

Recreation 2.9

4

A water trail stop and key recreation point along M-134. DeTour Harbor also provides restrooms, 
showers, electricity, water, coin-operated laundry, gasoline and diesel. 

Another link to the water and water recreation, these assets have intrinsic value and are as much a part of 
the byway as the asphalt cars drive over. 
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3. How is this resource linked to the other resources along the byway corridor?

4. How is this resource linked to the roadway?

5. Has this resource been recognized by any regional or national program or organization?

6. Who owns this resource?

Is the owner involved in the Byway Committee or the development of the CMP?

Resource Inventory Worksheet  continued

continued

The DeTour Harbor continues the recreation theme and cultural atmosphere of the byway. 

The Harbor is on M-134

No. 

Michigan Department of Natural Resources. They are represented on the CMP. 
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Resource Inventory Worksheet

MICHIGAN BYWAY

Resource Name/Description:

Map Reference #:

Photo #:

Tourism Readiness #:

Indicate the Intrinsic Quality (or Qualities) 
to which this resource contributes:

Archeological

Cultural

Historic

Natural

Recreational

Scenic

1. Why is this scene important?

2. How do the resources shown in this photo help to tell the byway’s story?

continued

DeTour Boat Launch

10

Recreation 2.10

3

This site provides yet another link between the byway and water trail, in addition to parking and portable 
restrooms. 

In this photo, the byway once again extends the invitation to enjoy the water.
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3. How is this resource linked to the other resources along the byway corridor?

4. How is this resource linked to the roadway?

5. Has this resource been recognized by any regional or national program or organization?

6. Who owns this resource?

Is the owner involved in the Byway Committee or the development of the CMP?

Resource Inventory Worksheet  continued

continued

Recreation, especially water recreation, form a major theme of the byway story. It connects visitors to the 
outlaying islands and fishermen with an access point to Lake Huron, the Saint Mary's River, and points 
beyond.

The boat launch is located directly on the byway. 

No. 

Michigan Department of Natural Resources. They are represented on the CMP. 
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Resource Inventory Worksheet

MICHIGAN BYWAY

Resource Name/Description:

Map Reference #:

Photo #:

Tourism Readiness #:

Indicate the Intrinsic Quality (or Qualities) 
to which this resource contributes:

Archeological

Cultural

Historic

Natural

Recreational

Scenic

1. Why is this scene important?

2. How do the resources shown in this photo help to tell the byway’s story?

continued

Cranberry Lake Flood Plain Trails

11

Recreation 2.12

2

Both sandy and hard-packed trails await the adventurous traveler here! It's well-signed and just off the 
byway on the north side  

This it the sign-age for the site and the picture is full of potential, for fun and enjoyment of our natural 
resources
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3. How is this resource linked to the other resources along the byway corridor?

4. How is this resource linked to the roadway?

5. Has this resource been recognized by any regional or national program or organization?

6. Who owns this resource?

Is the owner involved in the Byway Committee or the development of the CMP?

Resource Inventory Worksheet  continued

continued

This is another excellent spot for ORV and ATV users 

It is found along the byway itself

No. 

The DNR owns the site and they are active on the CMP
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Resource Inventory Worksheet

MICHIGAN BYWAY

Resource Name/Description:

Map Reference #:

Photo #:

Tourism Readiness #:

Indicate the Intrinsic Quality (or Qualities) 
to which this resource contributes:

Archeological

Cultural

Historic

Natural

Recreational

Scenic

1. Why is this scene important?

2. How do the resources shown in this photo help to tell the byway’s story?

continued

DeTour State Forest Campground

12

Recreation 2.11

4

The campground is well-equipped with amenities for campers and day trippers alike. The trails, 
swimming, rock hunting, and camping available at this site make it a hub of outdoor activity along the 
byway.  

The byway's story is a mix of adventure and relaxation- and camping fits into both categories! 
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3. How is this resource linked to the other resources along the byway corridor?

4. How is this resource linked to the roadway?

5. Has this resource been recognized by any regional or national program or organization?

6. Who owns this resource?

Is the owner involved in the Byway Committee or the development of the CMP?

Resource Inventory Worksheet  continued

continued

In addition to being a water trail stop and continuing that theme, the campground offers a place to stay the 
night and enjoy the byway's natural resources. 

The entrance to the campground is on the byway.

No. 

The Michigan Department of Natural Resources, they are represented on the byway.
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Resource Inventory Worksheet

MICHIGAN BYWAY

Resource Name/Description:

Map Reference #:

Photo #:

Tourism Readiness #:

Indicate the Intrinsic Quality (or Qualities) 
to which this resource contributes:

Archeological

Cultural

Historic

Natural

Recreational

Scenic

1. Why is this scene important?

2. How do the resources shown in this photo help to tell the byway’s story?

continued

Caribou Lake

13

Recreation 2.13

2

This well-signed recreation area is just north of the byway and offers boaters calmer waters than offered 
by the Great Lakes. 

Water recreation continues inland along M-134, put in at the boat ramp and spend the afternoon relaxing 
around this secluded lake. 
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3. How is this resource linked to the other resources along the byway corridor?

4. How is this resource linked to the roadway?

5. Has this resource been recognized by any regional or national program or organization?

6. Who owns this resource?

Is the owner involved in the Byway Committee or the development of the CMP?

Resource Inventory Worksheet  continued

continued

The access point at Caribou Lake continues and builds upon the water recreation theme.

Caribou Lake is just north of the byway.

No. 

The State of Michigan owns this resource, they are very involved in the CMP
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Resource Inventory Worksheet

MICHIGAN BYWAY

Resource Name/Description:

Map Reference #:

Photo #:

Tourism Readiness #:

Indicate the Intrinsic Quality (or Qualities) 
to which this resource contributes:

Archeological

Cultural

Historic

Natural

Recreational

Scenic

1. Why is this scene important?

2. How do the resources shown in this photo help to tell the byway’s story?

continued

Malette Park

14

Recreation 2.14

3

The site has a picnic area and links to the water trail.

Another beautiful place to stop and picnic, the park exemplifies the consistent access to recreation that one 
finds all along the byway. It also demonstrated the easy-going attitude of the byway. 
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3. How is this resource linked to the other resources along the byway corridor?

4. How is this resource linked to the roadway?

5. Has this resource been recognized by any regional or national program or organization?

6. Who owns this resource?

Is the owner involved in the Byway Committee or the development of the CMP?

Resource Inventory Worksheet  continued

continued

The recreation theme and water trail continue at this small park. Visitors can stop for information or to 
stretch their legs. 

The park is on the byway, on the lake side. 

No. 

The village of De Tour owns this site and they are very active on the CMP
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Resource Inventory Worksheet

MICHIGAN BYWAY

Resource Name/Description:

Map Reference #:

Photo #:

Tourism Readiness #:

Indicate the Intrinsic Quality (or Qualities) 
to which this resource contributes:

Archeological

Cultural

Historic

Natural

Recreational

Scenic

1. Why is this scene important?

2. How do the resources shown in this photo help to tell the byway’s story?

continued

Drummond Island Ferry

15

Recreation 3.15

5

Continues M-134 onto Drummond Island, also provides restrooms and parking area.

The ferry provides a literal link in the byway while also providing a unique car-ferry experience. The ferry 
docks also are sites for the water trail. The photos also shows how people get to Drummond Island. 
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3. How is this resource linked to the other resources along the byway corridor?

4. How is this resource linked to the roadway?

5. Has this resource been recognized by any regional or national program or organization?

6. Who owns this resource?

Is the owner involved in the Byway Committee or the development of the CMP?

Resource Inventory Worksheet  continued

continued

This resource directly links the byway together so it is accessible to all. The Drummond Island Ferry 
allows a connection between DeTour Village and Drummond Island. 

The Drummond Island Ferry forms a part of the roadway.

No. 

Eastern Upper Peninsula Transit Authority manages the ferry services and docks, and has been very 
involved in the CMP. 
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Resource Inventory Worksheet

MICHIGAN BYWAY

Resource Name/Description:

Map Reference #:

Photo #:

Tourism Readiness #:

Indicate the Intrinsic Quality (or Qualities) 
to which this resource contributes:

Archeological

Cultural

Historic

Natural

Recreational

Scenic

1. Why is this scene important?

2. How do the resources shown in this photo help to tell the byway’s story?

continued

ATV/ORV Trails

16

Recreation 3.16

3

ORVers can start their adventure at this staging area which offers a restroom and maps. This trail head 
connects to hundreds of trails that criss-cross the island and are open to a variety of vehicle sizes including 
side-by-sides, ORVs, ATVs, and motorcycles. 

The recreation theme of the byway gets amped up a gear with the legendary ORV trails of Drummond 
Island. These trails are one of the Island's main attractions, and several businesses cater to the needs of 
recreational thrill seekers. 
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3. How is this resource linked to the other resources along the byway corridor?

4. How is this resource linked to the roadway?

5. Has this resource been recognized by any regional or national program or organization?

6. Who owns this resource?

Is the owner involved in the Byway Committee or the development of the CMP?

Resource Inventory Worksheet  continued

continued

This park contains many of the recreational attributes found all along the byway- camping, hiking, 
picnicking and water recreation. 

The trails run throughout the island and trails heads are located in several places. 

No. 

Drummond Island Township, yes, they are very involved in the Byway Committee. 
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Resource Inventory Worksheet

MICHIGAN BYWAY

Resource Name/Description:

Map Reference #:

Photo #:

Tourism Readiness #:

Indicate the Intrinsic Quality (or Qualities) 
to which this resource contributes:

Archeological

Cultural

Historic

Natural

Recreational

Scenic

1. Why is this scene important?

2. How do the resources shown in this photo help to tell the byway’s story?

continued

Drummond Island Township Park & Campground

17

Recreation 3.17

4

A campground with many amenities, the park also provides water access from the byway and a beautiful 
setting to stop and picnic. It's also a trail head for the Drummond Island Heritage Trail system. The park 
can accommodate RV’s as well as tents. There are 48 sites (half of them have electric hook-ups); three 
quarters of the sites have electric hook-up. There are two drinking water wells, concrete boat launch ramp, 
centrally located pavilion and out houses. Each campsite provides a picnic table and fire pit.

The recreation theme continues with the campground- visitors once again have the chance to explore trails 
both on land and water, or just relax and picnic before staying the night. 
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3. How is this resource linked to the other resources along the byway corridor?

4. How is this resource linked to the roadway?

5. Has this resource been recognized by any regional or national program or organization?

6. Who owns this resource?

Is the owner involved in the Byway Committee or the development of the CMP?

Resource Inventory Worksheet  continued

continued

This park contains many of the recreational attributes found all along the byway- camping, hiking, 
picnicking and water recreation. 

The park is located along the byway.

No. 

Drummond Island Township, yes, they are very involved in the Byway Committee. 
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Resource Inventory Worksheet

MICHIGAN BYWAY

Resource Name/Description:

Map Reference #:

Photo #:

Tourism Readiness #:

Indicate the Intrinsic Quality (or Qualities)  
to which this resource contributes:

Archeological

Cultural

Historic

Natural

Recreational

Scenic

1. Why is this scene important?

2. How do the resources shown in this photo help to tell the byway’s story?

continued

Drummond Island Township Golf Course

18

Recreation 3.18

5 (signage?)
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3. How is this resource linked to the other resources along the byway corridor?

4. How is this resource linked to the roadway?

5. Has this resource been recognized by any regional or national program or organization?

6. Who owns this resource?

Is the owner involved in the Byway Committee or the development of the CMP?

Resource Inventory Worksheet  continued

continued

The Drummond Island Township course  is a 9-hole par 36 course with affordable rates. It was built in the 
early 1960s and is similar to the old style English courses. It offers a unique feature; there is an airport 
runway that runs along the side of the par 3 # 9 and golfers must cross the runway, as there are 4 holes on 
one side and five on the other. The course not only has 9-holes for you to enjoy but they also offer a 
driving range, practice putting green and pro shop. 

The Drummond Island Township course located just off Townline Road, a half mile north of M-134. 

No. 

Drummond Island Township, they are represented on the Byway Committee. 
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Resource Inventory Worksheet

MICHIGAN BYWAY

Resource Name/Description:

Map Reference #:

Photo #:

Tourism Readiness #:

Indicate the Intrinsic Quality (or Qualities) 
to which this resource contributes:

Archeological

Cultural

Historic

Natural

Recreational

Scenic

1. Why is this scene important?

2. How do the resources shown in this photo help to tell the byway’s story?

continued

The Rock Golf Course

19

Recreation 3.19

4

The Rock Golf Course also has public hiking trails, and thus engages visitors with various interests. 

The multiple recreational opportunities at this location make it an important resource for the byway.
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3. How is this resource linked to the other resources along the byway corridor?

4. How is this resource linked to the roadway?

5. Has this resource been recognized by any regional or national program or organization?

6. Who owns this resource?

Is the owner involved in the Byway Committee or the development of the CMP?

Resource Inventory Worksheet  continued

continued

This golf course is the easternmost golf course on byway and one of the largest tourist destinations on 
Drummond Island. 

Approximately 4 miles north of the byway after the technical end of the M-134 designation. 

No. 

The Rock is recently under new private ownership and they are not active on the CMP at this time. 
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Resource Inventory Worksheet

MICHIGAN BYWAY

Resource Name/Description:

Map Reference #:

Photo #:

Tourism Readiness #:

Indicate the Intrinsic Quality (or Qualities) 
to which this resource contributes:

Archeological

Cultural

Historic

Natural

Recreational

Scenic

1. Why is this scene important?

2. How do the resources shown in this photo help to tell the byway’s story?

continued

Hessel Schoolhouse, Avery Arts and Nature Learning Center

Historic and Cultural 1

2.1

4

The Hessel School House supports the Avery Arts and Nature Learning Center. The restored building is 
treasured by the community and hosts a variety of events including the Farmers and Artisans Market.

The cultural resources along the byway center around education and the history of the region- this 
resource embodies and serves as an introduction to both themes.
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3. How is this resource linked to the other resources along the byway corridor?

4. How is this resource linked to the roadway?

5. Has this resource been recognized by any regional or national program or organization?

6. Who owns this resource?

Is the owner involved in the Byway Committee or the development of the CMP?

Resource Inventory Worksheet  continued

continued

Built in 1937, the School House is the first example of a tradition of curiosity and craftsmanship that 
travelers will continue to discover along the byway. Originally the building housed a two-classroom 
kindergarten through fifth grade school, today the Avery Learning Center offers art classes to the general 
public. 

The School House can be accessed directly from M-134.

No. 

The Hessel School House is a non-profit, their president serves on the Byway Committee. 
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Resource Inventory Worksheet

MICHIGAN BYWAY

Resource Name/Description:

Map Reference #:

Photo #:

Tourism Readiness #:

Indicate the Intrinsic Quality (or Qualities) 
to which this resource contributes:

Archeological

Cultural

Historic

Natural

Recreational

Scenic

1. Why is this scene important?

2. How do the resources shown in this photo help to tell the byway’s story?

continued

The Les Cheneaux Culinary School

Historic and Cultural 2

2.2

5

A focus on fresh, local resources ensures a memorable and unique experience for guests. Classes are 
offered for visitors in addition to the year-round instruction that takes place. 

The Culinary School introduces a new dimension along the byway, introducing a unique farm-to-table 
culinary experience and continuing the educational story. 
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3. How is this resource linked to the other resources along the byway corridor?

4. How is this resource linked to the roadway?

5. Has this resource been recognized by any regional or national program or organization?

6. Who owns this resource?

Is the owner involved in the Byway Committee or the development of the CMP?

Resource Inventory Worksheet  continued

continued

The Culinary School offers a different perspective on the cultural story of the byway, while continuing the 
tradition of preserving existing buildings while recreating them into an innovative way of meeting the 
community's needs.  

Just south of the byway in Hessel

No. 

The Les Cheneaux Culinary School, which is represented on the CMP. 
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Resource Inventory Worksheet

MICHIGAN BYWAY

Resource Name/Description:

Map Reference #:

Photo #:

Tourism Readiness #:

Indicate the Intrinsic Quality (or Qualities) 
to which this resource contributes:

Archeological

Cultural

Historic

Natural

Recreational

Scenic

1. Why is this scene important?

2. How do the resources shown in this photo help to tell the byway’s story?

continued

Aldo Leopold Historic Marker

Historic and Cultural 3

2.3

3

Aldo Leopold's legacy lives on along the byway and is represented by this marker. Preservation of natural 
resources and responsible land stewardship are deeply held values in the communities along the byway. 

A focus on one aspect of the history of the area also serves as an introduction to the multitude of natural 
and scenic resources examined in the next section. 
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3. How is this resource linked to the other resources along the byway corridor?

4. How is this resource linked to the roadway?

5. Has this resource been recognized by any regional or national program or organization?

6. Who owns this resource?

Is the owner involved in the Byway Committee or the development of the CMP?

Resource Inventory Worksheet  continued

continued

The historic theme of the byway is highlighted by the marker, Aldo Leopold's families' arrival in the Les 
Cheneaux Area coincided with the first tourism boom in the area, and his ideas serve as the foundation for 
a land-ethic which now serves the region and the country. 

The marker is located on the south side of the byway, at the Mackinac Bay Overlook. 

It is a Michigan Historic Site.

The overlook is managed by Little Traverse Nature Conservancy, they serve on the Byway Committee. 
The Marker is owned by the State of Michigan. 
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Resource Inventory Worksheet

MICHIGAN BYWAY

Resource Name/Description:

Map Reference #:

Photo #:

Tourism Readiness #:

Indicate the Intrinsic Quality (or Qualities) 
to which this resource contributes:

Archeological

Cultural

Historic

Natural

Recreational

Scenic

1. Why is this scene important?

2. How do the resources shown in this photo help to tell the byway’s story?

continued

Les Cheneaux Historical Museum

Historic and Cultural 4

2.4

3

The Les Cheneaux Historical Museum is comprised of two buildings, one a log cabin, and depicts the 
early days of settlement in the area when lumbering was an important industry.  

The museum is easily accessible, both from the byway and downtown Cedarville, and in this photo one 
can see a sign for the annual boat Show, one of the greatest cultural draws in the Eastern U.P.
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3. How is this resource linked to the other resources along the byway corridor?

4. How is this resource linked to the roadway?

5. Has this resource been recognized by any regional or national program or organization?

6. Who owns this resource?

Is the owner involved in the Byway Committee or the development of the CMP?

Resource Inventory Worksheet  continued

continued

The museum presents a more comprehensive view of the history of the Les Cheneuax Islands. The lumber 
industry, development of large resorts and hotels, and the founding of the Cedarville and Hessel 
communities are all honored here. 

Just south of the byway on Meridian Street. 

No. 

The Les Cheneaux Historical Association, who is not represented on the CMP. 
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Resource Inventory Worksheet

MICHIGAN BYWAY

Resource Name/Description:

Map Reference #:

Photo #:

Tourism Readiness #:

Indicate the Intrinsic Quality (or Qualities) 
to which this resource contributes:

Archeological

Cultural

Historic

Natural

Recreational

Scenic

1. Why is this scene important?

2. How do the resources shown in this photo help to tell the byway’s story?

continued

The Great Lakes Boat Building School

Historic and Cultural 5

2.5

4

The Great Lakes Boat Building school is unique to the entire Great Lakes Region, and offers daily tours in 
addition to classes. In the summer shorter hobbyist classes are offered. 

The Great Lakes Boat Building School is another example of the educational and craftsmanship valued 
and displayed along the byway. 
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3. How is this resource linked to the other resources along the byway corridor?

4. How is this resource linked to the roadway?

5. Has this resource been recognized by any regional or national program or organization?

6. Who owns this resource?

Is the owner involved in the Byway Committee or the development of the CMP?

Resource Inventory Worksheet  continued

continued

The educational opportunities offered all along the byway demonstrate the curiosity inspired by this 
region. The vocational opportunities represent the region's resiliency and the craftsmanship found in every 
vessel made demonstrate a heritage of hard work and quality. 

Just south of the byway on Pickford Ave. 

No. 

The Great Lakes Boat Building School is represented on the CMP
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Resource Inventory Worksheet

MICHIGAN BYWAY

Resource Name/Description:

Map Reference #:

Photo #:

Tourism Readiness #:

Indicate the Intrinsic Quality (or Qualities) 
to which this resource contributes:

Archeological

Cultural

Historic

Natural

Recreational

Scenic

1. Why is this scene important?

2. How do the resources shown in this photo help to tell the byway’s story?

continued

Les Cheneaux Maritime Museum

Historic and Cultural 6

2.6

3

 
The O.M. Reif Boathouse (circa 1920s) is home to displays of vintage boats, marine artifacts, antique 
outboard motors, historic photos of area boating, a boat building workshop, and a gift shop.

The museum invites those driving along the byway to stop and rewards them with a unique historical 
story. 
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3. How is this resource linked to the other resources along the byway corridor?

4. How is this resource linked to the roadway?

5. Has this resource been recognized by any regional or national program or organization?

6. Who owns this resource?

Is the owner involved in the Byway Committee or the development of the CMP?

Resource Inventory Worksheet  continued

continued

The museum continues the historical story of the byway, and highlights an original aspect of the byway 
region's history- for decades before the road that became M-134 was built, people traveled to the area via 
water. Even today this tradition continues with boats from around the Great Lakes making port in the 
marinas found along the byway. 

The museum is found along the byway, on the south side. 

No. 

The Les Cheneaux Historical Association, they are not involved in the CMP.
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Resource Inventory Worksheet

MICHIGAN BYWAY

Resource Name/Description:

Map Reference #:

Photo #:

Tourism Readiness #:

Indicate the Intrinsic Quality (or Qualities) 
to which this resource contributes:

Archeological

Cultural

Historic

Natural

Recreational

Scenic

1. Why is this scene important?

2. How do the resources shown in this photo help to tell the byway’s story?

continued

DeTour Reef Light Station Michign Historical Marker

Historic and Cultural 7

2.7

3

This marker makes the DeTour Light Station accessible to everyone, they can learn about it and view it 
from this spot and do not need water transportation.  

This region was settled in part to facilitate safe shipping and trade routes. The steps that were taken to 
build, move, analyze and maintain lighthouses and light stations in this region have shaped how and where 
communities were established. 
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3. How is this resource linked to the other resources along the byway corridor?

4. How is this resource linked to the roadway?

5. Has this resource been recognized by any regional or national program or organization?

6. Who owns this resource?

Is the owner involved in the Byway Committee or the development of the CMP?

Resource Inventory Worksheet  continued

continued

The various place to turn off of the byway and stroll on the beach, launch a kayak, and take in the sights 
for an important aspect of this byway, and this pull-off also offers the opportunity to learn some regional 
history. The scenic light station is viewable form this turnout. 

Located in a small turn out on the south side of the byway. 

It is a Michigan Historical Marker

The State of Michigan owns the marker, and MDOT, who is very important to the committee, manages the 
road and turnouts. 
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Resource Inventory Worksheet

MICHIGAN BYWAY

Resource Name/Description:

Map Reference #:

Photo #:

Tourism Readiness #:

Indicate the Intrinsic Quality (or Qualities) 
to which this resource contributes:

Archeological

Cultural

Historic

Natural

Recreational

Scenic

1. Why is this scene important?

2. How do the resources shown in this photo help to tell the byway’s story?

continued

DeTour Passage Museum

Historic and Cultural 8

2.8

4

The museum continues the common history of the byway region, while also bringing DeTour's specific 
history to the fore. 

Allows visitors to view and read about the Village of De Tour's history.
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3. How is this resource linked to the other resources along the byway corridor?

4. How is this resource linked to the roadway?

5. Has this resource been recognized by any regional or national program or organization?

6. Who owns this resource?

Is the owner involved in the Byway Committee or the development of the CMP?

Resource Inventory Worksheet  continued

continued

The museum continues the shared cultural and historical story of the byway, from European settlement to 
the industries of the 19th and 20th centuries. 

The museum is located directly on the byway. 

No. 

The DeTour Historical Association, they are not represented on the committee. 
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Resource Inventory Worksheet

MICHIGAN BYWAY

Resource Name/Description:

Map Reference #:

Photo #:

Tourism Readiness #:

Indicate the Intrinsic Quality (or Qualities) 
to which this resource contributes:

Archeological

Cultural

Historic

Natural

Recreational

Scenic

1. Why is this scene important?

2. How do the resources shown in this photo help to tell the byway’s story?

continued

DeTour Passage Underwater Preserve

Historic and Cultural 

2.9

0

This shows the locations of the shipwrecks.

Shows the ships of years past, underlines the deep and varied history of transportation around this area.
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3. How is this resource linked to the other resources along the byway corridor?

4. How is this resource linked to the roadway?

5. Has this resource been recognized by any regional or national program or organization?

6. Who owns this resource?

Is the owner involved in the Byway Committee or the development of the CMP?

Resource Inventory Worksheet  continued

continued

A view into the shipping industry that was instrumental in delivering goods to areas not accessible by land 
until the mid-20th century. 

This site lies under the ferry route and along the shores of DeTour and Drummond Island.

No. 

The site is a designation rather than property which can be held by an individual or organization.

77



Resource Inventory Worksheet

MICHIGAN BYWAY

Resource Name/Description:

Map Reference #:

Photo #:

Tourism Readiness #:

Indicate the Intrinsic Quality (or Qualities) 
to which this resource contributes:

Archeological

Cultural

Historic

Natural

Recreational

Scenic

1. Why is this scene important?

2. How do the resources shown in this photo help to tell the byway’s story?

continued

Fort Drummond Michigan Historical Marker

Historic and Cultural 10

2.10

3

 This marker describes and makes clear the importance of the island's colonial importance.

By highlighting a commonly historical era in the region, this historical maker connects Drummond Island 
to the larger Upper Michigan culture, and provides an important chapter in the history of the byway. 

78



3. How is this resource linked to the other resources along the byway corridor?

4. How is this resource linked to the roadway?

5. Has this resource been recognized by any regional or national program or organization?

6. Who owns this resource?

Is the owner involved in the Byway Committee or the development of the CMP?

Resource Inventory Worksheet  continued

continued

The marker is directly north of the ferry dock on Drummon Island, on M-134.

It is found on the byway. 

It is a state of Michigan Historic Marker.

The State of Michigan owns all the markers, and is represented by several departments on the byway 
committee. 
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Resource Inventory Worksheet

MICHIGAN BYWAY

Resource Name/Description:

Map Reference #:

Photo #:

Tourism Readiness #:

Indicate the Intrinsic Quality (or Qualities) 
to which this resource contributes:

Archeological

Cultural

Historic

Natural

Recreational

Scenic

1. Why is this scene important?

2. How do the resources shown in this photo help to tell the byway’s story?

continued

Drummond Island Historical Museum

Historic and Cultural 11

2.11

4

The Drummond Island Historical Museum, along with the foundations and bell preserved on the property 
commemorate a rich history, representative of all people who have made the island their home. The 
educational opportunities add a new dimension to the framework of the byway's story. 

The Historical Museum and grounds provide both educational opportunities and a beautiful setting. 
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3. How is this resource linked to the other resources along the byway corridor?

4. How is this resource linked to the roadway?

5. Has this resource been recognized by any regional or national program or organization?

6. Who owns this resource?

Is the owner involved in the Byway Committee or the development of the CMP?

Resource Inventory Worksheet  continued

continued

The museum continues the historic story of the byway, and is just a short drive off of the byway itself. 

A 5-minute drive north of Four Corners, the Drummond Island Historical Museum preserves the history of 
the determinative community of the byway. 

No. 

Drummond Island Township, who is not currently active on the CMP.
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Resource Inventory Worksheet

MICHIGAN BYWAY

Resource Name/Description:

Map Reference #:

Photo #:

Tourism Readiness #:

Indicate the Intrinsic Quality (or Qualities) 
to which this resource contributes:

Archeological

Cultural

Historic

Natural

Recreational

Scenic

1. Why is this scene important?

2. How do the resources shown in this photo help to tell the byway’s story?

continued

Search Bay

Scenic and Natural 1

3.1

1

Purchased with federal grant funds, this property includes 4,000 feet of Lake Huron frontage. Adjoins 
national forest land. Located next to Birge Preserve, the preserve is 220 acres with 4,000 feet of frontage.

The rocky shore and lake bed are characteristic of the north shore of Lake Huron, the land is protected for 
perpetuity through the Little Traverse Conservancy. 
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3. How is this resource linked to the other resources along the byway corridor?

4. How is this resource linked to the roadway?

5. Has this resource been recognized by any regional or national program or organization?

6. Who owns this resource?

Is the owner involved in the Byway Committee or the development of the CMP?

Resource Inventory Worksheet  continued

continued

This preserve is close to other nature preserves that are permanently protected from development, some of 
which lie directly along M-134.

Located just south of the byway.

The little Traverse Conservancy and the Nature Conservancy 

Little Traverse Conservancy owns the property and they are represented on the Byway Committee. The 
USFS also owns the adjoining land and they are also active on the committee. 
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Resource Inventory Worksheet

MICHIGAN BYWAY

Resource Name/Description:

Map Reference #:

Photo #:

Tourism Readiness #:

Indicate the Intrinsic Quality (or Qualities) 
to which this resource contributes:

Archeological

Cultural

Historic

Natural

Recreational

Scenic

1. Why is this scene important?

2. How do the resources shown in this photo help to tell the byway’s story?

continued

Birge Preserve

Scenic and Natural 2

3.2

3

This 683-acre preserve complex features beautiful wildflowers, excellent migratory bird habitat, and 
nearly 2 miles of Lake Huron shore. A 2.2 mile trail follows the historic Wheel Road looping through the 
cedar forest and wetlands. A separate, short (.1 mile) trail takes visitors to scenic Loon Lake. 

The pine tress, wild grass, and glassy blue water epitomize the warmth of summer on the untouched 
northern Lake Huron Shoreline. 
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3. How is this resource linked to the other resources along the byway corridor?

4. How is this resource linked to the roadway?

5. Has this resource been recognized by any regional or national program or organization?

6. Who owns this resource?

Is the owner involved in the Byway Committee or the development of the CMP?

Resource Inventory Worksheet  continued

continued

This preserve continues the natural and recreational themes of the byway. 

The preserve is located on the byway. 

No. 

Little Traverse Nature Conservancy, they are represented on the CMP. 
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Resource Inventory Worksheet

MICHIGAN BYWAY

Resource Name/Description:

Map Reference #:

Photo #:

Tourism Readiness #:

Indicate the Intrinsic Quality (or Qualities) 
to which this resource contributes:

Archeological

Cultural

Historic

Natural

Recreational

Scenic

1. Why is this scene important?

2. How do the resources shown in this photo help to tell the byway’s story?

continued

William B. Derby Preserve

Natural and Scenic 3

3.3

3

This preserve has developed trails and connects M-134 to the waterfront. The site is also of geologic 
interest as the paths wind between rock formations. The sign shown is along M-134, just outside of 
Cedarville. 

Derby Preserve is clearly marked, as are many of our preserves, allowing hikers, snowshoers, and 
birdwatchers to easily enjoy their hobbies. 
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3. How is this resource linked to the other resources along the byway corridor?

4. How is this resource linked to the roadway?

5. Has this resource been recognized by any regional or national program or organization?

6. Who owns this resource?

Is the owner involved in the Byway Committee or the development of the CMP?

Resource Inventory Worksheet  continued

continued

This preserve is the most popular nature preserve near Cedarville because of its easy access off M-134 
right in Cedarville. It is also used by the local outfitter as a landing/launch spot for kayak trips. 

This preserve is located on the byway, turn south on 4 Mile Block Road and then right toward the golf 
course.

Little Traverse Conservancy is a regional organization and it is a North Huron birding Trail site. 

Little Traverse Nature Conservancy, which is represented on the CMP. 
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Resource Inventory Worksheet

MICHIGAN BYWAY

Resource Name/Description:

Map Reference #:

Photo #:

Tourism Readiness #:

Indicate the Intrinsic Quality (or Qualities) 
to which this resource contributes:

Archeological

Cultural

Historic

Natural

Recreational

Scenic

1. Why is this scene important?

2. How do the resources shown in this photo help to tell the byway’s story?

continued

Cedarville Waterfront Park

Natural 4

3.2

3

A wonderful stop on Hodeck St. the township park provides several slips for docking and a park with 
gazebo, playground, and picnic amenities. Restrooms are west, down Hodeck, on Meridian Street at the 
Clark Township Volunteer Ambulance Corp. building. 

The play ground, docking facility, picnic tables and gazebo all invite the viewer to enjoy outdoor 
relaxation. 
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3. How is this resource linked to the other resources along the byway corridor?

4. How is this resource linked to the roadway?

5. Has this resource been recognized by any regional or national program or organization?

6. Who owns this resource?

Is the owner involved in the Byway Committee or the development of the CMP?

Resource Inventory Worksheet  continued

continued

This site continues the recreational and scenic theme of the byway.

Just one block south of M-134 on Hodeck Street. 

No. 

Clark Township, who is very active on the CMP. 
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Resource Inventory Worksheet

MICHIGAN BYWAY

Resource Name/Description:

Map Reference #:

Photo #:

Tourism Readiness #:

Indicate the Intrinsic Quality (or Qualities) 
to which this resource contributes:

Archeological

Cultural

Historic

Natural

Recreational

Scenic

1. Why is this scene important?

2. How do the resources shown in this photo help to tell the byway’s story?

continued

Bush Bay Scenic Overlook

Scenic and Natural 5

3.5

2

While continuing the scenic theme, this site also incorporates an additional partner in the telling of the 
byway's story.  

The varied shoreline of northern Lake Huron provides continuous surprises for travelers, in addition to a 
variety of habitats for wildlife.
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3. How is this resource linked to the other resources along the byway corridor?

4. How is this resource linked to the roadway?

5. Has this resource been recognized by any regional or national program or organization?

6. Who owns this resource?

Is the owner involved in the Byway Committee or the development of the CMP?

Resource Inventory Worksheet  continued

continued

The turnout continues the scenic nature of the entire byway, providing a beautiful vista and birding 
opportunity. 

Turn into the parking lot from the byway on the south side. 

No. 

The Nature Conservancy Manages the site, they have been contacted by the CMP
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Resource Inventory Worksheet

MICHIGAN BYWAY

Resource Name/Description:

Map Reference #:
Photo #:
Tourism Readiness #: 
Indicate the Intrinsic Quality (or Qualities) 
to which this resource contributes:

Archeological

Cultural

Historic

Natural

Recreational

Scenic

1. Why is this scene important?

2. How do the resources shown in this photo help to tell the byway’s story?

continued

Scenic Turnouts

Natural Scenic 6 and binoculars

3.6

2

Lake Huron/Albany Island Turnout/Scenic Turnout (E. of State Campground)/Freighter Viewing Scenic 
Turnout/Scenic Turnout (Seymour and Carlton Bay) all provide access to the North Huron Water Trail in 
addition to excellent panoramic nature and freighter viewing. 

These turnouts all provide beautiful views, and many are stops along other recreational trails- including 
the birding trail and the water trail. 
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3. How is this resource linked to the other resources along the byway corridor?

4. How is this resource linked to the roadway?

5. Has this resource been recognized by any regional or national program or organization?

6. Who owns this resource?

Is the owner involved in the Byway Committee or the development of the CMP?

Resource Inventory Worksheet  continued

continued

These stops provide access to the water trail and continue the recreation theme of the byway.

Each of these turnouts is directly located on M-134.

No. 

Michigan Department of Transportation, who are very involved in the CMP. 
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Resource Inventory Worksheet

MICHIGAN BYWAY

Resource Name/Description:

Map Reference #:

Photo #:

Tourism Readiness #:

Indicate the Intrinsic Quality (or Qualities) 
to which this resource contributes:

Archeological

Cultural

Historic

Natural

Recreational

Scenic

1. Why is this scene important?

2. How do the resources shown in this photo help to tell the byway’s story?

continued

DeTour MDOT Roadside Park

Natural and Scenic 7

3.7

4

This MDOT Roadside Park is a relaxing spot to enjoy the water views of Lake Huron, access the water 
trail and North Huron Birding Trail. 

This is the most developed MDOT turnout. It provides a modern rest stop for travelers and continues the 
scenic and recreational themes of the byway.
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3. How is this resource linked to the other resources along the byway corridor?

4. How is this resource linked to the roadway?

5. Has this resource been recognized by any regional or national program or organization?

6. Who owns this resource?

Is the owner involved in the Byway Committee or the development of the CMP?

Resource Inventory Worksheet  continued

continued

This site continues the scenic and recreational themes of the byway. 

The park is directly located on M-134.

No. 

MDOT is very involved in the CMP
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Resource Inventory Worksheet

MICHIGAN BYWAY

Resource Name/Description:

Map Reference #:

Photo #:

Tourism Readiness #:

Indicate the Intrinsic Quality (or Qualities) 
to which this resource contributes:

Archeological

Cultural

Historic

Natural

Recreational

Scenic

1. Why is this scene important?

2. How do the resources shown in this photo help to tell the byway’s story?

continued

DeTour Peninsula Preserve

Natural and Scenic 8

3.8

3

More than three miles of northern Lake Huron shoreline and 145 acres on Point DeTour comprise this
gorgeous Great Lakes preserve. A two track leads to a parking area where maps will guide you to trails
and the water.

The entrance to the preserve is, to the traveler, the beginning of a new adventure.  This preserve also 
provides access to the Northern Lake Huron Shoreline.
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3. How is this resource linked to the other resources along the byway corridor?

4. How is this resource linked to the roadway?

5. Has this resource been recognized by any regional or national program or organization?

6. Who owns this resource?

Is the owner involved in the Byway Committee or the development of the CMP?

Resource Inventory Worksheet  continued

continued

This preserve continues the recreational and scenic themes of the byway, as well as connecting the byway
to the North Huron Water and Birding trails.

Just south of M-134, there's a parking area at the entrance.

The Little Traverse Conservancy and the Nature Conservancy recognized its value, the latter calling it one
of the "Last Great Places."

Little Traverse Conservancy, who is on the CMP.
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Resource Inventory Worksheet

MICHIGAN BYWAY

Resource Name/Description:

Map Reference #:

Photo #:

Tourism Readiness #:

Indicate the Intrinsic Quality (or Qualities) 
to which this resource contributes:

Archeological

Cultural

Historic

Natural

Recreational

Scenic

1. Why is this scene important?

2. How do the resources shown in this photo help to tell the byway’s story?

continued

DeTour Reef Lighthouse 

Natural and Scenic 9

3.9

0

Built in 1931, the 83-foot tall lighthouse is a strategic and historic landmark that marks a dangerous reef to 
help guide ship traffic from and to Lake Huron and Lake Superior via the strategic St. Marys River.

The lighthouse symbolizes the maritime history of the region, is distinctive architectural style, and offers a 
light keeper program and narrated tours. 
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3. How is this resource linked to the other resources along the byway corridor?

4. How is this resource linked to the roadway?

5. Has this resource been recognized by any regional or national program or organization?

6. Who owns this resource?

Is the owner involved in the Byway Committee or the development of the CMP?

Resource Inventory Worksheet  continued

continued

This landmark serves as another aspect of the recreational and historic water-centered story of the byway.

The lighthouse is visible from multiple byway sites. 

It is listed on the National Register of Historic Places (2004) following complete restoration to its original 
1931 historical condition. The restoration was made possible by federal and state grant funding, in addition 
to individual donations. 

DeTour Reef Light Preservation Society manages the lighthouse, they are not represented on the byway. 
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Resource Inventory Worksheet

MICHIGAN BYWAY

Resource Name/Description:

Map Reference #:

Photo #:

Tourism Readiness #:

Indicate the Intrinsic Quality (or Qualities) 
to which this resource contributes:

Archeological

Cultural

Historic

Natural

Recreational

Scenic

1. Why is this scene important?

2. How do the resources shown in this photo help to tell the byway’s story?

continued

DeTour Botanical Gardens

Natural and Scenic 10

3.10

3

These memorial gardens commemorate another aspect of the region's shared history, the lives lost at Sea 
during a significant storm in 1913. This site offers beautiful views. 

Beautiful scenery of both the gardens and the St. Marys River, the DeTour Botanical Gardens provide a 
stop on the byway to enjoy the beautiful annual and perennial gardens. They provide seating and a 
gorgeous view of the St. Mary's River where freighters can be viewed. 
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3. How is this resource linked to the other resources along the byway corridor?

4. How is this resource linked to the roadway?

5. Has this resource been recognized by any regional or national program or organization?

6. Who owns this resource?

Is the owner involved in the Byway Committee or the development of the CMP?

Resource Inventory Worksheet  continued

continued

This site adds an additional aspect to the cultural and historical aspects of the byway's story. The memorial 
gardens are not only beautiful but meaningful to our area. New memorials are added in addition to the 
maintenance of existing ones. 

The gardens are found along the byway. 

No. 

The gardens are owned by DeTour Village, a vital member of the CMP. 
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Resource Inventory Worksheet

MICHIGAN BYWAY

Resource Name/Description:

Map Reference #:

Photo #:

Tourism Readiness #:

Indicate the Intrinsic Quality (or Qualities) 
to which this resource contributes:

Archeological

Cultural

Historic

Natural

Recreational

Scenic

1. Why is this scene important?

2. How do the resources shown in this photo help to tell the byway’s story?

continued

Williams Nature Preserve

Scenic and Natural 11

3.11

3

This preserve has developed trails and continues the recreational theme of the byway.  These 80-acres 
include an easy 1.3 mile trail system. Points of interest include several forest types and an old stone wall. 
The preserve is easily accessible form the village heart of Drummond Island.

The natural resources of the byway are oftentimes already highlighted by attractive and informative 
signs.Many significant lands have been set aside for permanent protection as nature preserves.  
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3. How is this resource linked to the other resources along the byway corridor?

4. How is this resource linked to the roadway?

5. Has this resource been recognized by any regional or national program or organization?

6. Who owns this resource?

Is the owner involved in the Byway Committee or the development of the CMP?

Resource Inventory Worksheet  continued

continued

This preserve continues the recreational theme of the byway, and is close to the Township Golf Course and 
airport. It is included as a stop on the North Huron Birding Trail.

Just north of the byway, near the terminus of the designation. 

Yes, it is recognized by the Little Traverse Conservency and the North Huron Birding Trail. 

Little Traverse Conservancy, which is on the CMP. 
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Resource Inventory Worksheet

MICHIGAN BYWAY

Resource Name/Description:

Map Reference #:

Photo #:

Tourism Readiness #:

Indicate the Intrinsic Quality (or Qualities) 
to which this resource contributes:

Archeological

Cultural

Historic

Natural

Recreational

Scenic

1. Why is this scene important?

2. How do the resources shown in this photo help to tell the byway’s story?

continued

Nature Preserves

Pink land cover

1.0

3

These preserves are a major asset to the region and byway. Beyond the others highlighted on this list are: 
Search Bay Nature Preserve, Mackinaw Bay Nature Preserve, Mertaugh Family Nature Preserve, Nye 
Nature Preserve, Sheppard - Hardy Nature Preserve, Seiberling - Stewart Nature Preserve, Nye Nature 
Preserve, Aldo Leopold Nature Preserve, Cedarville Bay Nature Preserve, Nordquist Nature Preserve John 
Arthur Woollam Preserve, Carl A. Gerstacker Nature Preserve at Dudley Bay, and Maxton Plains on 
Drummond Island.

Much of the protected land along the byway has some waterfront, and all of it shares and displays the 
unique geologic makeup of the region. 
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3. How is this resource linked to the other resources along the byway corridor?

4. How is this resource linked to the roadway?

5. Has this resource been recognized by any regional or national program or organization?

6. Who owns this resource?

Is the owner involved in the Byway Committee or the development of the CMP?

Resource Inventory Worksheet  continued

continued

Many of these preserves are key points on the water and birding trails, as well as being close to the byway 
itself. 

All are located on or very near the byway, some are only accessible via boat. 

In addition to their key role in both the North Huron Water and Birding Trails, The Nature Conservancy 
has recognized Norther Lake Huron as one of the "Last Great Places" on earth.

Little Traverse Nature Conservancy and The Nature Conservancy own these sites, they are represented on 
the CMP. 
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Complete one copy of this worksheet for each Intrinsic Quality represented on the byway:

Intrinsic Quality:

       Archeological          Cultural          Historic          Natural          Recreational          Scenic

1. Byway Theme or Story: Provide a concise summary of the principal theme of the byway.

2. Description: List and briefly describe the resources along the byway that contribute to
the intrinsic quality.

3. Location: Indicate the location of the resources on a map. (If you completed the Resource

Inventory Worksheets and keyed them to a base map, provide that map.)

4. Relationship to Byway: How do these resources relate to the byway?

5. Status and intactness: Describe the status and condition of the resources.

How intact are they relative to their historic condition?

Intrinsic Quality Summary

MICHIGAN BYWAY

continued

The opportunities for outdoor recreation along M-134 are nearly limitless- trails for hiking, biking, 
ORVing, birding, paddling and more are found every few miles for the entire length of the byway. 

Birding and paddling trails follow the entire byway, a bike route intersects the beginning of the byway and 
over 100 miles of ORV trails are found at it's terminus. In between, one finds hiking, mountain biking, 
ATV/ORV, skiing, snowshoeing, and snowmobile trails.

The maps are found in the main body of the CMP

These resources create the attitude of the byway- of enjoying and appreciating the outdoors, of relaxation 
and adventure. 

The trails are in a variety of states- some are well maintained and easy to access, while others are more 
rustic or in the planning stages. 
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6. Linkage: Are these features linked together or related? Do they represent aspects of a 
single period? Do they illustrate a progression of a theme over a period of time?

Are they linked to other resources along the byway?

7. Management and Ownership: Describe the organizations that manage these resources.

What are their concerns or objectives relative to scenic byways?

8. Access: Are the resources accessible to people traveling the byway?Which 

resources and sites currently accommodate visitors? Which do not?Can 

they accommodate more visitors?

9. Frequency: How frequently do these resources appear along the byway? Do they appear

frequently enough to cite them as contributing to the byway’s character?

Intrinsic Quality Summary  continued

The trails extend the length of the byway and often connect and intersect, they are a medium for arriving at 
each cultural asset found along the byway.

The trails are managed by a wide variety of property owners, including but not limited to the United States 
Forest Service, the Michigan Department of Natural Resources, Little Traverse Conservancy, The Nature 
Conservancy, and the local units of government. Each has been contacted regarding the byway and most 
are active on the byway committee. 

All of the trails are accessible to visitors, although many would benefit from signage improvements and the 
development of parking and other amenities. 

These resources are a constant companion to the byway and form the essence of its character. 
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Complete one copy of this worksheet for each Intrinsic Quality represented on the byway:

Intrinsic Quality:

       Archeological          Cultural          Historic          Natural          Recreational          Scenic

1. Byway Theme or Story: Provide a concise summary of the principal theme of the byway.

2. Description: List and briefly describe the resources along the byway that contribute to
the intrinsic quality.

3. Location: Indicate the location of the resources on a map. (If you completed the Resource

Inventory Worksheets and keyed them to a base map, provide that map.)

4. Relationship to Byway: How do these resources relate to the byway?

5. Status and intactness: Describe the status and condition of the resources.

How intact are they relative to their historic condition?

Intrinsic Quality Summary

MICHIGAN BYWAY

continued

The historic qualities of the region surrounding the byway are preserved and made available to the public 
in the four museums found along the byway. Additional cultural and historic sites include a culinary 
school, lighthouse, historic markers and learning centers. 

The Hessel School House, Les Cheneaux Culinary School, Aldo Leopold Historic Marker, Les Cheneaux 
Historical Museum, The Great Lakes Boat Building School, Les Cheneaux Maritime Museum, DeTour 
Reef Light Station historical marker, DeTour Passage Museum, Underwater Preserve, For Drummond 
historical marker and the Drummond Island Historical Museum. 

The maps are found in the main body of the CMP.

The organizations, historic markers, and distinguished sites along the byway deepen users' experience with 
a sense of the past, each presenting a unique aspect of a shared history and culture. 

The museums and sites are well-kept. Several need help with maintenance and all could use support for 
expansion. 
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6. Linkage: Are these features linked together or related? Do they represent aspects of a 
single period? Do they illustrate a progression of a theme over a period of time?

Are they linked to other resources along the byway?

7. Management and Ownership: Describe the organizations that manage these resources.

What are their concerns or objectives relative to scenic byways?

8. Access: Are the resources accessible to people traveling the byway?Which 

resources and sites currently accommodate visitors? Which do not?Can 

they accommodate more visitors?

9. Frequency: How frequently do these resources appear along the byway? Do they appear

frequently enough to cite them as contributing to the byway’s character?

Intrinsic Quality Summary  continued

The deep influence the water has had on the development and culture along the shores of Lake Huron can 
be found in each of these resources. They provide a background to all of the developed sites along the 
byway. 

Each site has its own organization behind it- the historic markers belong to the State of Michigan, while 
independent non-profits govern the other sites. Most of them have expressed support of the byway and 
many are active on the byway committee. 

Each of these sites is accessible to visitors, although in some cases capacity is limited, most often by 
seasonality and parking. 

There are at least two historic resources in each community along the byway; that reality combined with 
the essential role they perform in telling the byway's story make these resources central to the byway 
experience. 
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Complete one copy of this worksheet for each Intrinsic Quality represented on the byway:

Intrinsic Quality:

       Archeological          Cultural          Historic          Natural          Recreational          Scenic

1. Byway Theme or Story: Provide a concise summary of the principal theme of the byway.

2. Description: List and briefly describe the resources along the byway that contribute to
the intrinsic quality.

3. Location: Indicate the location of the resources on a map. (If you completed the Resource

Inventory Worksheets and keyed them to a base map, provide that map.)

4. Relationship to Byway: How do these resources relate to the byway?

5. Status and intactness: Describe the status and condition of the resources.

How intact are they relative to their historic condition?

Intrinsic Quality Summary

MICHIGAN BYWAY

continued

The natural qualities of the byway are apparent anywhere one looks while driving along it. The forests, 
shoreline, and rock formations each contribute to varied and wild-looking scenery for each byway 
experience. 

Federal, state, local, and conservancy owned land lines the byway, and even privately owned land 
contributes to the natural beauty that surrounds the byway. 

The maps are found in the main body of the CMP.

In addition to providing the byway's setting, the natural and scenic lands host the recreational trails and 
assets that form the heart of the byway. 

Much of the land along the byway remains untouched, in its natural state. 
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6. Linkage: Are these features linked together or related? Do they represent aspects of a 
single period? Do they illustrate a progression of a theme over a period of time?

Are they linked to other resources along the byway?

7. Management and Ownership: Describe the organizations that manage these resources.

What are their concerns or objectives relative to scenic byways?

8. Access: Are the resources accessible to people traveling the byway?Which 

resources and sites currently accommodate visitors? Which do not?Can 

they accommodate more visitors?

9. Frequency: How frequently do these resources appear along the byway? Do they appear

frequently enough to cite them as contributing to the byway’s character?

Intrinsic Quality Summary  continued

The natural landscapes and excellent viewing points found along the byway are often directly on trail 
routes, making them nearly indistinguishable from the recreational aspects and features. 

These assets are owned by a variety of stake holders, and environmental preservation and protection have 
been identified as a major goal of byway management. 

All the scenic and natural assets listed are available to the public, and many can accommodate more 
visitors without any further development. However, greater expansion of amenities to accommodate 
visitors would need to be balanced with environmental preservation.

Natural and scenic resources line the byway, a traveler is constantly surrounded by natural beauty, even in 
the most developed places along the byway.  
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Chapter 6 | Byway Management Strategy 
 

A. General Goals and Objectives 

The North Huron Scenic Byway Management Plan is a working document that will change and develop over time. The 
following goals and objectives are the result of input from Byway stakeholders and committee members. These goals and 
objectives are not listed in any order or priority. After each objective one or more of the following letters may appear in 
parentheses: S, I, L, O. “S” indicates a short term objective or tactic; “I” indicates an intermediate term objective or tactic; 
“L” indicates a long-term objective or tactic; and “O” indicates an ongoing objective or tactic. The Scenic Byway Advisory 
Committee will work on encouraging implementation of these objectives by working with each local jurisdiction and the 
appropriate local officials. 
 
Goal 1:  Identification of existing recreational, scenic and historical points of interest along the North Huron Scenic 

Byway. 
 

o Objective:  Development of a Corridor wide Management Plan.  (S) 
o Objective:  Development of a Byway Committee to review and implement the CMP, where appropriate.  (S, O) 

 
Goal 2:  Encourage the continued maintenance and preservation of existing recreational, scenic and historic attributes 

along the North Huron Scenic Byway. 
 

o Objective:  Encourage the inclusion of presently identified recreational, scenic and historical facilities within 
appropriate community recreation plans.  (S, O) 

o Objective:  Advocate for the inclusion of these facilities as a part of the appropriate State and federal agency 
planning process (i.e., MDOT, MDNR, USFS, etc.)  (O) 

o Objective:  Continue to promote collaboration amongst the appropriate entities to preserve and maintain public 
parks, lands and attractions that are currently available in the corridor.  (S, O) 

o Objective:  Encourage and collaborate with the appropriate entities along the corridor in the pursuit of State, 
federal, private, foundation and local funding to assist in financing the maintenance of these attractions, where 
appropriate.  (S, O) 
 

112



o Objective:  Continue to collaborate, where appropriate with other groups or organizations that share a common 
goal of maintaining similar and/or adjacent attractions.  (S) 

 
Goal 3:  Encourage the mindful expansion of and improvements to the recreational, scenic and historical attributes along 

the North Huron Scenic Byway. 
 

o Objective:  Advance the expansion and improvements to present recreational amenities within the appropriate 
community recreation plans throughout the Corridor.  (S, O) 

o Objective:  Continue to encourage public and private sector expansions, improvements and “value added” 
recreation, historical and scenic attractions, with a goal of drawing more tourist visits to the corridor (i.e. road side 
parks).  (S, O) 

o Objective:  Guard against expansions of attractions that are proposed to have a significant impact unto the 
environment.  (O) 

o Objective:  Encourage the development and expansion of tours with a goal of attracting or visitors to the corridor.  
(O) 

o Objective:  Encourage and collaborate in the pursuit of State, Federal, private, foundation and non-profit funding to 
assist in financing the expansion of and improvements to recreational, scenic and historical attractions along the 
Corridor.  (S, O) 
 

Goal 4:  Ensure that M-134 will remain a safe and attractive highway for all modes of transportation. 
 

o Objective:  Advocate for the continued maintenance of M-134 in excellent condition by the MDOT. 
o Objective:  Advocate a plan to MDOT and local units of government to implement the North Huron Scenic Pathway 

preliminary engineering study, to construct a non-motorized multi-purpose pathway along all of M-134, where 
practical.  (L) 

o Objective:  Encourage access management practices along M-134 in order to control the un-mitigated numbers of 
new driveway access points onto the Highway.  (L) 

o Objective:  Encourage pedestrian friendly highway corridors and crossings.  (O) 
 

Goal 5:  Encourage the preservation of the natural environment along M-134, to include air, water, native vegetation, 
wildlife and wildlife habitats. 

 
o Objective:  Help to maintain the Corridor free of litter and debris, through the Adopt-A-Highway program and 

other local service organizations.  (S) 
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o Objective:  Coordinate with the MDOT and the County Road Commissions to preserve and protect the native 
vegetation along the Corridor. (O) 

o Objective: Coordinate with the DNR, USFS, conservancies, and other parties to educate users and prevent the 
spread of invasive species. 
 

Goal 6:  Develop educational information and a coordinated marketing plan for the North Huron Scenic Byway. 
 

o Objective:  Assemble a Byway Committee representing stakeholders from each municipality along the Byway to 
assist in plans to market and promote the Byway.  (S) 

o Objective:  Using the Corridor Management Plan, select the most significant recreational, scenic, cultural and/or 
historic assets for enhancement and marketing.  (S, O) 

o Objective:  Investigate the feasibility of establishing a series of tourist information centers along the Byway.  (O, L) 
o Objective:  Advocate and plan for ways in which to fund these marketing, promotional and educational activities.  

(S, O) 
 

PRIORITY TASKS: 

 Assemble a Management Team of representatives from all municipalities along the Scenic Byway to work on issues 

relevant to the entire Byway, including updating the Corridor Management Plan every five years. 

 Implement the signage placement plan the Scenic Byway signage along the corridor. 

 Develop a coordinated plan for promotional literature and a web site for the Byway. 

 Identify and prioritize environmentally sensitive areas along the Byway that should be protected.  Investigate and 

implement the best methods to protect them. 

 Investigate which areas are most in need and/or would most benefit from access management practices along M-

134.  Encourage the appropriate local unit government (s) to implement these practices. 

 Encourage communities to develop an attractive “gateway” into their community, where non-existent. 

 Encourage community beautification, streetscape and parking facility improvement projects. 

 Development of the North Huron Scenic Pathway. 

114



B. Byway Management Measures 
 

The paths, themes, and projects that tie the byway together form a strong basis for continued collaboration and 

development. Individual projects also further and deepen the byway’s story. Representatives of each community along the 

route have submitted projects, listed in detail below, and between them a vision of the byway’s growth- from a marketing 

plan to the development of a bike path which stretched the entire length of the byway.  

 

1. Trail and Points of Interest Improvements: In accordance with Goals 1, 2, and 3, the continued Identification, 
maintenance and preservation, and mindful expansion of and improvements to existing recreational, scenic and 
historical points of interest, the committee has identified many projects listed below in section D. When considered 
together, several priority improvement themes arise.  

 
 Trail Developments 

Biking is becoming a very popular sport and many states have 

road trail systems as well as mountain bike trail systems that, 

when promoted, attract thousands of bikers.  Bikers have started 

to come to this area and are traveling along this route.  In the 

present state of the Byway as it travels along M-134, the 

committee would like to see a safer path for these bikers.  With 

this in mind, the North Huron Scenic Pathway Preliminary 

Conceptual Routing Plan was completed in early 2008.  The 

proposed non-motorized pathway would initiate in the City of 

St. Ignace and terminate at the Four-Corners on Drummond 

Island, traversing through all of the communities along the 

Byway.  The total project cost has been estimated at $57 million.  

The cost to construct the segments through the Townships and 

Village along this route is located in Section D of this chapter.  

Due to the abundance of State owned land, there are numerous opportunities to enhance the existing mountain bike trail 

system.   With many campers already toting bicycles, these trail systems would enhance the visitors experience to the 
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existing parks.  Loops are also proposed utilizing gravel roads that are located near various attractions along the route.  

These loops, if developed would be constructed and maintained by local units of government or a trail authority if deemed 

plausible. This proposed trail systems also has the potential for educating the visitors on native species of plants and 

wildlife with the addition of informational signage along the trails. The placement of informational signage along hiking 

trails and at various “turn-outs” is an important component of providing quality way-finding for travelers of the byway.  

Such signage could be used to inform the touring visitors of the names of native species of plants and animals that are 

seen, sensitive areas, scenic views and directional information for multi-modal users (biking, hiking, ORV, snowmobilers).   

The North Huron Water Trail will be placing signage and working to develop greater coordination between property 

owners. The water trail strives to achieve national standards, which require a rest stop every five miles and available 

lodging of camping every ten miles. Additionally, The North Huron Birding Trail could be supported by the development 

of viewing platforms and boardwalks. The Mackinac Bay scenic turnout is a prime example of the type of quality turnout 

that can be developed at various spots along the route to provide interpretation of sites, and scenic viewsheds.  The 

Committee feels that this would is a quality concept to pursue, which also promotes conservation of preservation of 

sensitive areas within the corridor. 

Finally, there are numerous ORV, snowmobile, cross-country skiing, snowshoeing and hiking trails within the region, 
several do not feature a traditional trail head type facility, it is the recommendation of this committee that where needed, 
trailhead improvements should be sought to provide amenities to users of these various trail systems (i.e. restrooms, 
additional parking, resting areas). 
 
Welcome Centers 
The Byway Committee has identified a need for an informational turn-out in Clark Township (Les Cheneaux) and DeTour 
Village for travelers entering the Byway from the east or west.  These welcome centers would be a place for visitors to pull 
off the highway, use the restrooms, obtain information on the area, etc.  This committee feels strongly about providing 
places of welcome near two major points of entry (Cedarville and the DeTour Village).    
 
Parking 
There are numerous places along the North Huron Scenic Byway where travelers can safely pull-off the highway to enjoy 

scenic views, swimming areas and other attractions.  However, many of these turn-outs are fairly informal, the 

recommendation of the Committee is that, where possible, these areas be improved with way-finding signage, and 

improved surface, whether it be gravel or paved areas. 
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2. Signage and Marketing: To maintain, improve, and promote the safe and present drive currently experienced along 
M-134, the committee has identified broader goals. The following is the vision for achieving Goals 4 and 6. 
 

Marketing and Promotion Plan 

There are several viable options for promoting the Byway, including a web page, brochure, marketing materials, public 

television spots, and various other advertisements in regional tourism related publications. 

A web site will be created which depicts the North Huron Scenic Byway and all of the assets within the corridor.  The web 

page would contain interactive maps showing the location and pictures of the various attractions.  The site could also be 

linked to the websites of numerous other attractions along the Byway and in the region. As self-guided or audio tours are 

developed, the related resources could be hosted on the website or a mobile phone application could be developed.  

The Byway Committee would also like to develop an informational brochure about the Byway itself and all the area 

attractions.  This brochure could be placed at the various Welcome Centers, Chambers of Commerce, and Tourism 

Associations throughout Michigan and distributed through national distribution centers. 

In addition to a website, social networking is an important tool in updating travelers and residents of the corridor alike to 

current and upcoming events and issues along the Byway.  Public television is a promotional tool that would provide 

information on the things to do and see while traveling along this Byway.  Local news stations could “spotlight” the Byway 

for early morning news programs.  The Byway could also be promoted through The Great Waters, a nature tourism 

alliance which has identified Lake Huron as one of its main trails in the Eastern Upper Peninsula, and The Michigan 

Economic Development Commission through their Pure Michigan Tourism programs.  

Signage Plan 

The committee has developed the following recommendations for the placement of Byway Signage by MDOT along the M-

134 corridor.  This would include, but is not limited to the following locations: 

1.  One sign in each direction – Off Northbound/Southbound I-75 at M-134 (Exit 359) in St. Ignace Township 
2.  One sign in each direction - East/West M-134 at Three Mile Road (Hessel/Clark Township) 
3.  One sign in each direction - East/West M-134 at M-129 (Cedarville/Clark Township) 
4.  One sign in each direction – East/West M-134 at M-48 (DeTour Township) 
5.  One sign at the DeTour Ferry Dock to Drummond Island on Elizabeth Street (DeTour Village) 
6.  One sign at the Drummond Island Ferry Dock to DeTour Village, on M-134 (Drummond Township) 
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7.  One sign in all directions at the Four-Corners on Drummond Island (M-134/Townline Rd., Shore Rd., E. 
Johnswood Rd.) 
 

This would provide the designated Byway with a total of 14 signs.   It is the recommendation of this committee that these 

signs be placed on existing poles, possibly with Byway markers.  The Region Traffic Technician and the TSC Traffic 

Engineer will determine exact sign placement. 

The potential also exists for developing larger off-premise signs that could be located along the route, particularly at the 

entry points of the Byway in St. Ignace Township, DeTour Village and on Drummond Island.  Typically referred to as 

“Gateway Signage”; such signage structures would give travelers a sense of place, or of arriving at a place of some 

significance.  These signs would be maintained by the local municipality, or in the future, a “Friends of the North Huron 

Scenic Byway” group, similar to the current Adopt-A-Highway groups. 

Gateway signage comes in many shapes and sizes, two examples are provided below, the first is a stone masonry sign 

constructed by the Hiawatha National Forest at the entrance of the Whitefish Bay Scenic Byway in Whitefish Township.  

The second is a rendering from the Paradise Visual Corridor Enhancement Plan for the Town of Paradise, and is 

constructed of wood. 

 
Photo Courtesy Hiawatha National Forest    Source:  Mackinac County Visual Corridor Enhancement 

Plan, 2003   
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3. Environmental Preservation: The committee will prioritize the most significant views, forest lands and open 
spaces along the Byway, plan for ways to protect these areas, as stated in Goal 5. 
 

The Byway Committee would like to continue to promote the preservation of forests and water that surround the North 

Huron Scenic Byway and the uniqueness of the land as it relates to the wildlife. Shoreline areas, along the south side of M-

134 need to be protected from erosion and preserved in their current state. 

Forests provide a home for the wildlife as well as the scenic vistas while traveling along the route.   Forest management is 

the key to maintaining and keeping the forests surrounding the Byway as pristine as is feasible given current forest 

management practices and potential modifications to enhance scenic views.   

Education of the public regarding conservation techniques is a valuable tool for preserving the area.  This could be 

accomplished through the creation of Welcome Centers in Cedarville and DeTour Village with restrooms, interpretative 

displays area, storage and refuge for travelers.   

 

C. Public Outreach and Engagement 
 

Following Pure Michigan Scenic Byway designation, the North Huron Scenic Byway Committee commenced work on the 

2017 North Huron Scenic Byway Corridor Management Plan. Wide local attention led to an extensive email list, which has 

kept interested parties informed throughout the planning process.  On November 7th, the Byway Committee approved a 

final draft, after which Eastern Upper Peninsula Regional Planning & Development Commission, in consultation the 

Byway Committee, conducted two broadly-advertised public meetings, at the Drummond Island Township Hall on 

December 5th, the Clark Township Community Center on December 8th, And the DeTour Village Offices on December 9th. 

In addition to flyers posted in conspicuous locations, the meetings were promoted in an email blast, in local newspapers, 

and on social media. Feedback gathered at those meetings and through a Survey Monkey poll was incorporated into the 

plan, and the committee formally adopted the plan in January, 2017. 
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D. Implementation of the Corridor Management Plan 

The North Huron Scenic Byway Advisory Committee is a grass-roots local ad-hoc group of volunteers, stakeholders and 

resource professionals, as such they can and do make recommendations on enhancements, improvements, opportunities, 

barriers and threats throughout the Byway. However, in many cases responsibility for implementation falls to the local 

unit of Government or landowner. The following listing is merely provided as a snapshot in time as of the drafting of this 

plan update, as to the ownership or responsibility of the following amenities as suggested in the enhancements section of 

this plan. 

 

The following is a list of potential projects complied by the North Huron Scenic Byway Committee. It is not exhaustive or 

binding, however offers concrete steps to achieve progress in the development of the byway. This list should be reviewed 

and updated annually.   

Name of 
Project 

Project 
Owner 

Total 
Cost 

Funding Sources Description SILO 

DITA Building 
and Native 
American 

Gallery 

Drummond 
Island 

Township 
$165,000 

North Huron Scenic By-
Way, DNR, DEQ, 

MDOT, TAP, Tribe, 
Private 

Purchase of the building that houses the 
Tourism Association for $120,000 and the 

addition of a Native Indian Gallery to showcase 
Drummond's Native American heritage for 

$45,000. 

I 

DeTour 
Historic 
Museum 

DeTour 
Village 

$700,000 
MDNRE, FHWA-SB, 

Other, Local 
Purchase of building, located at 115 Huron 
Street, which features a waterfront view. 

L 

Les Cheneaux 
Library 

Clark 
Township 

$1 mil. USDA-RD, FHWA-SB 
Expansion of library and construction of 
performing arts hall, theater, gallery and 

classrooms. 
L 

Les Cheneaux 
Celebration 

Center 

Private, 
Foundation 

$500,000 Private Performing arts, meeting, reception hall L 

Les Cheneaux 
Maritime 
Museum 

Clark 
Township 

$50,000 
MDNRE, FHWA-SB, 

Other, Local 

Roof repairs, bat-proofing, facility expansion, 
collections maintenance, capital improvements, 

new signage. 
I 
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Name of 
Project 

Project 
Owner 

Total 
Cost 

Funding Sources Description SILO 

Les Cheneaux 
Historical 
Museum 

Clark 
Township 

$80,000 
MDOT, FHWA-SB, 

MCACA, Local, Private, 
Other 

Building upgrades, capital improvements, 
historical preservation and restoration of log 
cabin structure, purchase of adjoining lots for 
expansion, improve collections maintenance 

and record-keeping, expand arts and programs. 

L/O 

Hessel School 
House Event 
Center and 
Historical 

Designation 

Hessel 
School 

House Board 
Unknown 

MDNR, Michigan 
Council for the Arts & 

Cultural Affairs 

seek successful designation as a Michigan and 
National historic landmark, and improve 
facility with renovations to accommodate 

events 

S 

“Fort 
Drummond” 

Tourist 
Information 

Kiosk 

Drummond 
Island 

Township 
$40,000 

M-134 Scenic Byway, 
DNR, DEQ, MDOT, 

TAP, Private 

A new tourist information kiosk will be a 
smaller replica of the former ‘Fort Drummond 
Welcome Sign’.  The kiosk will have space for 
brochures of Drummond Island businesses, 

trail maps, points of interest information, ‘You 
Are Here’ map(s), and will be ADA compliant. 

S 

Harbor Island 
Brochure 

Drummond 
Island 

Township 
$5,000 

MDOT, DNR, DEQ, 
TAP, Private 

Creation of a Harbor Island Brochure In sync 
with the NPS brochures. Black header, folds 

horizontally, 1 page 8.5 x 14 10,000 copies full 
color 100 pound stock, design shipping and 

distribution. 

O 

Gateway 
Signage 

St. Ignace 
Twp. 

$20,000 
FHWA-SB, MDOT, 

Other, Local 
Wood and/or stone and rock base masonry 

Gateway Signage. 
I/L 

M-134 MDOT 
Welcome 

Center 

Les 
Cheneaux 
Chamber/ 

Tourist 
Association 

Unknown MDOT 
Expand existing LCI visitor center into official 

MDOT Welcome Center to fulfill travel needs of 
EUP region 

L 

Clark 
Township 

Street Sign 
Upgrade 

Clark 
Township 

$10,000 
FHWA-SB, MDOT, 

Other, Local 

Replacement of wooden street signs with metal, 
highly visible, reflective signs at street corners 

to improve visibility for EMS. 
S/I 

Les 
Cheneaux Are

Les 
Cheneaux 

$10,000 MDNR 
update and revise Les Cheneaux Area Tourist 

Association's current and outdated 
S 
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a Marketing 
Package 

Islands Area 
Tourist 

Association 

map/brochure with new and modern design to 
reflect the Michigan's Land of Water identity, 
Pure Michigan byway and more recreational 

and natural resource enjoyment opportunities. 

Name of 
Project 

Project 
Owner 

Total 
Cost 

Funding Sources Description SILO 

Tourism 
Association 

Website 
Enhancement 

Les 
Cheneaux 

Islands Area 
Tourist 

Association 

$4,000 MDOT, Other 
Local Enhancements to the Les Cheneaux 

website based upon proposed changes to the 
Tourism Guide/Magazine. 

S 

Tourism 
Guide/ 

Magazine 
DITA $44,000 MDOT, Other 

Local Reprint and enhancement of the current 
Drummond Island Tourism Guide/Magazine, 

11x25.   45,000 copies (2/yr supply) 
S 

Tourism 
Association 

Website 
Enhancement 

DITA $4,000 MDOT, Other 
Local Enhancements to the DITA website based 

upon proposed changes to the Tourism 
Guide/Magazine. 

S 

Tourism 
Brochure 

DITA $7,000 MDOT, Other 
Local Full color 11x25 marketing and 

promotional brochures 
S 

Avian 
Platforms 

Various 
$5,000 

each 
MDOT, DNR, DEQ, 

TAP, Private 

With help from the Michigan Audubon Society, 
we will earmark platform locations for osprey, 
or eagle nest or any bird that lives in the North 
Huron Birding Trail area and is a threatened 

bird or rare species. 

O 

Avian Viewing 
Platforms 

Various 
$5,000 

each 
MDOT, DNR, DEQ, 

TAP, Private 

Develop viewing platforms to enable use while 
protecting the environment at designated sites 

along the North Huron Birding Trail 
I 

Big Shoal 
Enhancement 

Drummond 
Island 

Township 
$80,000 

MDOT, DNR, DEQ, 
TAP, Private 

Upgrade restrooms and enhance access at 
public swimming beach.  Install dock suitable 

for kayak access. 
I 
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Name of 
Project 

Project 
Owner 

Total 
Cost 

Funding Sources Description SILO 

Fossil Ledges 
Signage 

Drummond 
Island 

Township 
$2,000 

North Huron Scenic By-
Way, DNR, MDOT, 

Private 

Two directional signs for the Fossil Ledges, 
cemented, lag bolted through backplate and 

peened with a 1.4 inch backplate. 
Cost per sign $600. Labor cost $800.00. 

S 

Harbor Island 
Signage 

Drummond 
Island 

Township 
$8,000 

MDOT, DNR, DEQ, 
TAP, Private 

To design a new sign carved with stone pillars 
etc. at entrance to main harbor to replace old, 
worn out sign:  5x10 sandblasted 2" thick one 
sided HDU finished with paint supported by 
stone fillers and crossers with foundations 

below frost line. 

S 

Orval Lowe 
Park 

Improvements 

Drummond 
Island 

Township 
$136,250 

M134 Scenic Byway, 
DNR, DEQ, MDOT, 

TAP, Private 
Foundations 

Improvements include re-locating the existing 
outhouse toilets to allow for an ADA compliant 
observation deck adjacent the Fort Drummond 
Historical Marker and replacing deteriorating 
concrete stairway with new stairway down to 

the shoreline park. Location of new ADA 
compliant restrooms will be determined based 

on Health Dept approval. 

I 

Township 
Park 

Campground 
Improvements 

Drummond 
Island 

Township 
$120,000 DI Township, Private 

As part of the ongoing improvements to the 
Township Park & Campgrounds, future plans 
are for a new 24’ x 30’ (including 5’ covered 
entry porch) restroom building with ADA 

compliant sinks, flush toilets, and showers.  
This will also require a separate, new well and 
septic system (tank(s) and field) included in 

this estimated cost. 

L 

Wild Rice Bed 
Restoration 

Project 

Drummond 
Island 

Township 
$25,000 

MDNR, MDEQ, Tribe, 
Sportsman’s Club, 

Private 

Replanting Wild Rice along the Potagannnising 
River. This project is intended to re-establish 

historic wild rice beds along the Potagannising 
River. Doing so will provide a natural food 

source for wildlife. It will also be a local 
attraction for those seeking to gather natural 

organic foods. 

I 
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Name of 
Project 

Project 
Owner 

Total 
Cost 

Funding Sources Description SILO 

DeTour RV 
Park 

DeTour 
Village/Twp 

$250-
350,000 

MDNR, USDA, Village/ 
Township 

Small RV park for large trailers, 5th wheels, 
RV's 

I 

DeTour Area 
Farmer's 
Market 

DeTour EDC $125,000 
USDA- 

Village/Township, 
private 

Open air pavilion with public restroom S 

Cranberry 
Lake Signage 

DeTour 
Township 

$8,000 
FHWA-SB, MDOT, 

Other, Local 
Signage at the Cranberry Lake motorized trail. S 

ORV Trail on 
Drummond 

Island 

Drummond 
Island 

Township 
$125,000 

MDOT-TAP, MDNR, 
Local and Private 

Create an ORV (ATV/ORV) trail running 
alongside M-134 for 4.5 miles to a connection 
to the existing MDRN Snowmobile trail south 

of M-134, then on to Huron Bay Road. 

S/I 

Viewing 
Platform at 
Drummond 
Island Ferry 

Dock 

Drummond 
Island 

Township 
$44,000 

MDEQ, MDNR, Local 
and Private 

Construct a viewing platform at the Drummond 

Island Ferry Dock, with interpretive signage.  
 

 

Government 
Island 

Improvements 

U.S. Forest 
Service 

$10,000 
MDNR, FHWA-SB, 
Local and Private 

Maintain and upgrade outhouses, trash 
removal and maintenance improved signage, 

trail brushing and campsite maintenance.  
I 

Search Bay 
Trail 

Improvements 

U.S.F.S., 
Little 

Traverse 
Conservancy 

$50,000 
MDNR< FHWA-SB, 
Other, Local, Private 

investment 

Create greater trail connectivity between lands 
open to public use 

Actions: obtain funding, maintenance 
agreement 

I 

Hiawatha 
National 

Forest Search 
Bay 

Maintenance  
Improvements 

U.S. Forest 
Service 

$250,000 
MDNR, FHWA-SB, 

Other, Local 

Develop amenities such as restrooms, 
campsites, and clean water sources. 

Actions: obtain funding, study demand 
I 

Community 
Center 

Finishing 
Project 

Clark 
Township 

Unknown USDA-RD, FHWA-SB 

ADA compliance improvements, new doors, air 
conditioning, heating system repairs, lighting 
and utility improvements, efficiency upgrades, 
kitchen upgrades, parking lot expansion and 
adjoining ice rink improvements/ expansion. 

I/L 
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Name of 
Project 

Project 
Owner 

Total 
Cost 

Funding Sources Description SILO 

Mackinac Bay 
Little 

Traverse 
Conservancy 

Unknown 
MDNRE, FHWA-SB, 

Other, Local 

Maintain and improve scenic overlook with 
picnic area, beaches and expanded parking, 

interpretive panels, shelter.  Boardwalk 
extension from overlook will link to boardwalk 
across bay and comprise a section of the NHSP. 

L/O 

Snows 
Heritage Park 

Clark 
Township 

$250,000 
MDNRE, Clark Twp, 
Lions Club, Private 

Maintenance of ball fields, playground, tennis 
courts, walking trails, picnic area, and 

horseshoe pits; development of an ice rink, 
basketball courts, restrooms and lighting. 

I/O 

Downtown 
District 

Revitalization 
Project 

Clark 
Township 

Unknown 
MEDC, FHWA-SB, 
USDA-RD, Other, 

Private 

Streetscape enhancement, boardwalk, façade 
improvement, beautification, underground 

utilities, parking, waterfront access 
improvements and development incentives. 

I/L 

Hessel Marina 
Improvements 

Clark 
Township 

Unknown 
MDNRE, FHWA-SB, 

Other, Local 
Roof repairs, electrical upgrades. L 

Youth Center 
Construction 

Clark 
Township 

Unknown USDA-RD, FHWA-SB Construction of a youth center L 

Clark 
Township 

Park 

Clark 
Township 

Unknown 
MDNRE, FHWA-SB, 

Other, Local 
Dock and boardwalk improvements to the 

waterfront park. 
I 

Visual 
Corridor 

Enhancement 
Plan 

Clark 
Township 

Unknown 
FHWA-SB, MDOT, 

Other, Local 

Implementation of components of the 2003 
Visual Corridor Enhancement Plan, including 
streetscape and landscape improvements, and 

gateway signage. 

L/O 

Watershed 
Management 

Plan 

Clark 
Township 

$50,000 
MDNRE, FHWA-SB, 

Other, Local 

Implementation of recommendations in the Les 
Cheneaux Watershed Mgmt. Plan including 

beach clean ups, weed control, education and 
structural improvements to sensitive and 

fragile areas. 

I 
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Name of 
Project 

Project 
Owner 

Total 
Cost 

Funding Sources Description SILO 

Clark 
Township 
Parks and 
Recreation 

Department 

Clark 
Township 

$200,000 
Local Millage, Grant, 

MDNR 

Consolidate operations and costs of 
maintaining and improving Clark Township 

Recreational assets under one department and 
seek funding for improvements and 

management to the benefit of tourists and 
residents alike, to provide more recreational 

enjoyment and opportunity 

I 

Drummond 
Island ORV 

Trail System 
Improvements 

Drummond 
Island 

Township 
$30,000 

MDNR, MDEQ, MDOT, 
Private 

The trail system on Drummond Island 
encompasses roughly 117 miles of ORV route, 

ATV trails, and county roads, providing, at 
times, a very challenging and scenic ride on one 

of the largest islands in the Great Lakes.  
Improvements include two boardwalk bridges 

and informative signage specific to Island 

S 

Heritage Trail 
Improvements 

Drummond 
Island 

Township 
$57,000 

Drummond Island 
Township, Private 

Foundations, Donations 

A new cross-country ski and hiking trail using 
the logging roads surrounding the existing 
Heritage Trail snowshoe and hiking trail.  
Access to trail will be to the south off the 

existing Heritage Trail Parking lot.  The lower 
portion of the trail can be ADA Accessible.    

Grading of logging roads and tree cutting at  

S 

Niagara 
Escarpment 

Trail 

Drummond 
Island 

Township 
$1.2 mil. 

MDOT, DNR, DEQ, 
TAP, Private 

Foundations and Local 
Donations 

Proposed development of a hiking trail to 
Marble Head would start at Sitgreaves Bay, 
follow the beach to Pilot Harbor, continue 

along the beach for about one mile give or take.  
Rising with the Niagara Escarpment it would 

follow a path through the Alvar to Marble Head 
and then continue on to the south again 

through the Alvar to the larger more visible 
escarpment we have named Eagles Landing.  

I 

126



Name of 
Project 

Project 
Owner 

Total 
Cost 

Funding Sources Description SILO 

Harbor Island 
Trail 

Development, 
Kiosk and Log 

Benches 

Drummond 
Island 

Township 
$44,200 

MDOT, DNR, DEQ, 
TAP, Private 

Foundations, Local 
Donors 

To have an entrance point to trail system with a 
floatation dock, a covered info center to show 
trail maps, info on Harbor wildlife and plant 

life. Funding supports dock and covered kiosk 
construction, transportation to Harbor, and set 

it up with 20 foot of entrance ramp to kiosk. 
Also at above locations half log benches and 

other additional benches along trail system for 
periodic rest stops.  

I 

DeTour 
Snowshoe/ski 
trail extension 

DeTour EDC $5,000 
Village/Township 

funded 

Clearing more property for 8 foot wide trails, 
Behind the DeTour School Football Field- 

South Caribou Lake Road just west of town 
O 

Les Cheneaux 
Off-road 

Trails 

Clark 
Township 

$3,000 
Clark Twp, Private, 

matching funds, CMU 

Map and promote existing trails on public lands 
along and near M-134, targeting off-road 

bicycling and hiking. 
O 

Peek-a-boo 
Trail (non-
motorized ) 

Clark 
Township 

$90,000 MDNR/local funding 
Development of 11 miles of multi –use trail 

targeted towards mountain biking 
O 

Birge Preserve 
Improvements 

Little 
Traverse 

Conservancy 
$50,000 

MDNRE, FHWA-SB, 
Other, Local 

Expansion of land assets and trail system, 
boardwalk, beaches and rest platforms, 

shelters, and interpretive panels.  Establish 
trails connecting to Search Bay. 

L/O 

North Huron 
Scenic 

Pathway 
Development 

Multiple $56 mil. 
MDNRE, FHWA-SB, 

MDOT-TE, Other, 
Private, Local 

Development of a 70-mile non-motorized 
pathway from St. Ignace to Drummond Island. 

L/O 

St. Ignace 
Twp. Segment 

- NHSP 

St. Ignace 
Twp./Author

ity/RPC 
$14.7 mil. 

FHWA-SB, MDOT, 
Local, Private 

Development of the St. Ignace Twp. Segment of 
the North Huron Scenic Pathway non-

motorized facility. 
L/O 

Marquette 
Twp. Segment 

- NHSP 

Marquette 
Twp/Authori

ty/RPC 
$5.3 mil. 

FHWA-SB, MDOT, 
Local, Private 

Development of the Marquette Twp. Segment 
of the North Huron Scenic Pathway non-

motorized facility. 
L/O 
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Name of 
Project 

Project 
Owner 

Total 
Cost 

Funding Sources Description SILO 

Les Cheneaux 
Bike Path 

Clark 
Township 

$11.5 mil. 
MDNR, MDOT, private 

donations 

Secure funding for Clark Township (7-22 miles) 
section of the 70-mile North Huron Scenic 

Pathway 
L/O 

Clark Twp. 
Traditional 
Bike Routes 

Clark 
Township 

$500-
$2,000 

LC Comm Foundation, 
Private, In-kind 

Placing 48 Bike Route signs and (20?) 
directional arrows along traditional bicycling 

routes in/around villages along M-134 
O 

DeTour Area 
Segment - 

NHSP 

DeTour/Aut
hority/RPC 

$11.4 mil. 
FHWA-SB, MDOT, 

Local, Private 

Development of the DeTour Area Segment of 
the North Huron Scenic Pathway non-

motorized facility. 
L/O 

Raber Twp. 
Segment - 

NHSP 

Raber 
Twp/Authori

ty/RPC 
$5.8 mil. 

FHWA-SB, MDOT, 
Local, Private 

Development of the Raber Twp. Segment of the 
North Huron Scenic Pathway non-motorized 

facility. 
L/O 

Drummond 
Island 

Segment- 
NHSP 

Drummond 
Island 

Township 
$3.3 mil. 

MDOT, DNR, DEQ, 
Drummond Island Twp, 

Private 

Development of the Drummond Island Twp. 
Segment of the North Huron Scenic Pathway 

non-motorized facility. 
I 

Enhanced 
Roadside 
Shoulders 

MDOT 

MDOT to 
engineer 

and 
estimate 

State of Michigan (M-
134 scenic byway grant) 

Install enhanced 5 foot shoulders on M-134 
from ferry to 4 Corners area to improve safety 

for bicycles, walkers, joggers, and ATV’s. 
Benefits for this type of improvement include 
enhanced safety, promote healthy lifestyles, 

and provide an economic boost to the 
community.  

S 

Bike Path 
from DITA 
office to DI 

Township Hall 

Drummond 
Island 

Township 
$150,000 

North Huron Scenic By-
way, MDOT, Dept of 

Education, Township, 
Private Foundations and 

Local Donations 

Build a non-motorized pathway that will 
provide a safe alternative transportation route, 
including biking, hiking, and jogging options 
that appeal to a broad range of residents and 

visitors. The path will span from the DITA 
office to the DI Town Hall along Townline 

Road. The path will be 5 ft enhanced asphalt 
shoulders on each side of the road 

approximately 8000 feet in length and will help 
to alleviate school aged children riding their 

bikes on the road. 

S 
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E. Financial Plan 

The projects identified herein are vast in nature and encompassing nearly every geographical area of the byway, as such, it 

is very difficult, if not nearly impossible for the Committee and the Regional Planning Commission to develop cost 

estimates for each individual project. Our expectation would be that as projects are undertaken for consideration, full 

estimates and plans will be shared with the Committee. This will afford the Committee the opportunity to assist in 

planning, supporting, implementing and volunteering on the various initiatives and activities described.  

The following resource and funding sites are subject to change, however they should provide a fairly comprehensive 

toolbox.  

Michigan Transportation Funds http://www.mi.gov/documents/mdot/MDOT_Act51_Training_Non-motorized_283448_7.pdf 

State and Community Traffic Safety Program http://safety.fhwa.dot.gov/ped_bike/ 

The PeopleForBikes Community Grant 

Program 
http://www.peopleforbikes.org/pages/community-grants  

Highway Bridge Program http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/bridge/hbrrp.cfm 

Building Healthy Communities Program http://www.michigan.gov/mdhhs/0,5885,7-339-71550_2955_2959_53566---,00.html 

Scenic Byways http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/hep/scenic_byways/index.cfm 

Community Development Block Grant http://www.michiganbusiness.org/community/development-assistance/ 

Coastal Management Program http://www.michigan.gov/deq/0,4561,7-135-3313_3677_3696---,00.html 

Federal Lands Highway Program https://flh.fhwa.dot.gov/ 

Federal Transit Capital, Urban & Rural Funds https://www.transit.dot.gov/grants 

Highway Safety Improvement Program http://safety.fhwa.dot.gov/hsip/ 

Transportation Enhancement Activities http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/environment/transportation_enhancements/index.cfm 

 Transit Enhancements 
http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/environment/transportation_enhancements/guidance/te_provisio

n.cfm 

Kodak American Greenways Program http://www.conservationfund.org/ 

Land and Water Conservation Fund https://www.nps.gov/subjects/lwcf/index.htm 

Michigan Natural Resources Trust Fund http://www.michigan.gov/dnr/0,4570,7-153-58225_58301---,00.html  
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Recreational Trails Program http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/environment/recreational_trails/ 

Michigan Recreation Passport http://www.michigan.gov/dnr/0,4570,7-153-58225_58701---,00.html 

Recreation Improvement Fund http://www.michigan.gov/dnr/0,4570,7-153-58225_37985-125046--,00.html 

Safe Routes to School http://saferoutesmichigan.org/ 

Les Cheneaux Tourism Association http://lescheneaux.net/  

Drummond Island Tourism Association http://www.drummondislandchamber.com/  

Les Cheneaux Chambers of Commerce http://lescheneaux.org/  

The Les Cheneaux Community Foundation http://www.lescheneauxcommunityfoundation.org/  

The Chippewa County Community 

Foundation 
http://www.cccf4good4ever.org/  

Mackinac Economic Alliance http://www.mackinaceconomicalliance.org/  

DeTour Economic Development Commission http://www.detourvillage.org/  
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LENGTH SURFACE TYPE FOR MORE INFORMATION 

HORSESHOE BAY HIKING TRAIL North of St. Ignace Y    Y  1 mile Natural http://www.fs.fed.us/r9/forests/hiawatha/recreation/hiking/ 

CARP RIVER FISHERMAN’S HIKE North of  St. Ignace Y    Y  0.35 miles Natural  

CARP RIVER TRAIL Mackinac County Y    Y   Natural www.fs.fed.us/r9/forests/hiawatha 

TRAIL #47 I-75 to DeTour     Y Y 37.2 miles Natural www.michigan.gov/dnr 

ST. MARTINS CROSS COUNTRY SKI TRAIL West of Hessel Y Y  Y   3 miles Natural www.fs.fed.us/r9/forests/hiawatha/recreation/skiing 

BAY CITY LAKES TRAIL Hessel Y Y Y Y Y Y  Natural www.fishweb.com 

BIRGE NATURE PRESERVE Clark Township Y   Y Y  0.25 miles Boardwalk/Natural www.landtrust.org 

DERBY PRESERVE TRAIL Clark Township Y    Y   Natural www.landtrust.org 
MARQUETTE ISLAND PRESERVES Clark Township Y   Y Y   Natural www.landtrust.org 

TRAIL #476 Cedarville      Y 2.9 miles Natural www.michigan.gov/dnr 

TRAIL #478 Cedarville      Y 1.3 miles  Natural www.michigan.gov/dnr 
TRAIL #481 Cedarville      Y 1.0 miles Natural www.michigan.gov/dnr 
TRAIL #477 (LINDERMAN RD.) Cedarville Y Y Y Y Y Y 1.3 miles Natural www.michigan.gov/dnr 
PEEK-A-BOO SKI TRAIL Cedarville Y Y  Y Y  2.2 miles Natural  

GERSTACKER PRESERVE TRAIL Clark Township Y    Y   Natural www.nature.org  

BIRCH HILL MOTORCYCLE TRAIL DeTour  Y   Y Y 8.4 miles Natural www.michigan.gov/dnr 
FOREMAN LAKE MOTORCYCLE TRAIL DeTour  Y   Y Y 11.9 miles Natural www.michigan.gov/dnr 
CRANBERRY LAKE TRAIL DeTour Village Y Y Y Y Y Y 8.0 miles Natural www.fishweb.com 

DETOUR BOTANICAL GARDEN TRAIL DeTour Village Y    Y   Natural/Wood chips www.detourvillage.org 

DRUMMOND ISLAND HERITAGE TRAIL Drummond Island Y    Y  3.0 miles Natural www.drummondislandchamber.com 

WILLIAMS NATURE PRESERVE Drummond Island Y    Y   Natural www.landtrust.org 

RAINBOW TRAIL Drummond Island Y   Y   5.0 miles Natural www.drummondislandchamber.com 

DRUMMOND ISLAND TRAIL Drummond Island       Y 83.5 miles Natural www.michigan.gov/dnr 
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C. Public Comments and Committee Responses 
The North Huron Scenic Byway Advisory Committee solicited public feedback on this plan from November 16, 2016 to January 1, 
2017. Public meetings were held at the Drummond Township Hall on December 5, the Clark Township Community Center on 
Wednesday December 8, and the DeTour Village Hall on Friday December 9. The meetings were well attended, and the question and 
answer sessions largely focused on future projects. Written comments are attached below. 
 
The CMP is available for download on the EUPRPDC website, and physical copies were distributed in communities along the byway. 
Respondents had the opportunity to email or call with questions or concerns. A survey was also developed and promoted. Sixty-one 
people responded, including community members from Cedarville, Hessel, Pickford, Drummond Island, DeTour, and St. Ignace, as 
well as users from across the region and state.  

Responses to the survey revealed some common beliefs about the byway and its attractions. Less than 25% of respondents believe 
there is inadequate public beach and waterfront access or opportunities for “quiet recreation,” while 38% believe there is inadequate 
opportunity for snowmobiling, ATV/ORV public access. Over 60% of respondents believe the byway needs more signage to 
recreational and historic attractions. About 65% of respondents believe conflicts between users are an issue, and commenters on 
problems encountered along the highway were primarily concerned with non-motorized safety and access along M-134, traffic 
problems (speeding and turn lanes), ice and snow removal, and wildlife traffic.  

Most impressively, 91.8% believe protecting the environment and preserving wildlife habitat should be a priority when considering 
future projects and 42 of 49 respondents to “What feature or element of the North Huron Scenic Byway (M-134 corridor) is most 
worthy of protection” listed an attribute of the environment and natural world, over half of them specifically referenced water or 
beaches. 
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Q1 In what city do you live?
Answered: 60 Skipped: 1

# Responses Date

1 Sault Ste. Marie, MI 12/14/2016 12:53 PM

2 De Tour Village 12/12/2016 10:02 AM

3 Midland - winter, Drummond Island - summer 12/6/2016 10:50 PM

4 Bay city 12/6/2016 10:05 PM

5 West Olive 12/6/2016 8:18 PM

6 Drummond Island in the Summer months 12/6/2016 12:54 PM

7 Saginaw, MI 12/6/2016 12:53 PM

8 Drummond 12/6/2016 7:29 AM

9 Drummond Island 12/5/2016 11:42 PM

10 Drummond island 12/5/2016 10:28 PM

11 Swartz Creek, Michigan 12/5/2016 9:44 PM

12 DeTour Village 12/5/2016 9:25 PM

13 Drummond island 12/5/2016 8:31 PM

14 Drummond island 12/5/2016 6:19 PM

15 Drummond Island 12/5/2016 6:15 PM

16 Eastport, MI 12/5/2016 9:57 AM

17 Hessel 11/28/2016 9:22 PM

18 Hessel 11/28/2016 9:11 PM

19 Pickford 11/27/2016 7:00 PM

20 Cedarville 11/19/2016 7:46 PM

21 South Lyon, Michigan 11/19/2016 9:45 AM

22 Hessel 11/19/2016 12:55 AM

23 Cedarville 11/18/2016 10:35 PM

24 Hessel 11/18/2016 10:30 PM

25 Virginia Beach, VA 11/18/2016 10:23 PM

26 Skandia Michigan 11/18/2016 9:57 PM

27 Hessel 11/18/2016 8:52 PM

28 Lexington, KY 11/18/2016 8:49 PM

29 Cedarville 11/18/2016 8:35 PM

30 Hessel 11/18/2016 8:16 PM

31 Goetzville 11/18/2016 7:33 PM

32 Ann arbor 11/18/2016 7:20 PM

33 Cedarville in summer 11/18/2016 7:04 PM

34 Midland, MI 11/18/2016 6:59 PM

35 Cedarville 11/18/2016 6:42 PM
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36 Cedarville 11/18/2016 6:19 PM

37 Cedarville in the summer 11/18/2016 5:29 PM

38 Cedarville 11/18/2016 5:20 PM

39 Cedarville 11/18/2016 5:05 PM

40 Cedarville 11/18/2016 4:49 PM

41 H.essel 11/18/2016 4:45 PM

42 Cedarville 11/18/2016 4:42 PM

43 Massillon OH 11/18/2016 4:32 PM

44 Cedarville 11/18/2016 4:15 PM

45 Ann Arbor, MI 11/18/2016 3:56 PM

46 Cedarville 11/18/2016 3:42 PM

47 Hessel 11/18/2016 3:17 PM

48 cedarville 11/18/2016 3:16 PM

49 Hessel 11/18/2016 2:14 PM

50 St.Ignace 11/18/2016 1:56 PM

51 Holland 11/18/2016 1:38 PM

52 hessel. 11/18/2016 12:54 PM

53 Cedarville 11/18/2016 12:28 PM

54 Cedarville 11/18/2016 12:21 PM

55 Cedarville 11/18/2016 12:11 PM

56 Plymouth 11/18/2016 5:58 AM

57 Drummond Island 11/18/2016 2:13 AM

58 goetzville 11/17/2016 11:46 PM

59 Drummond Island 11/17/2016 9:39 AM

60 Sault Ste. Marie 11/16/2016 3:29 PM
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Q2 How often do you travel on M-134 for
each specific purpose?

Answered: 60 Skipped: 1

54.17%
26

4.17%
2

4.17%
2

0.00%
0

37.50%
18

 
48

 
2.63

81.82%
36

2.27%
1

0.00%
0

0.00%
0

15.91%
7

 
44

 
1.66

0.00%
0

24.14%
14

20.69%
12

13.79%
8

41.38%
24

 
58

 
3.72

# Other (please specify) Date

1 Shopping every 1-2 weeks 12/12/2016 10:02 AM

2 Shopping, Dr. spots at least once a week 12/6/2016 7:29 AM

3 I live on Drummond for 4 to 6 months of each year - in the summer. I have owned a home on the Island since 1972. 12/5/2016 10:28 PM

4 We have a seasonal cabin on Drummond Island and visit mostly April-November 12/5/2016 9:57 AM

5 Cottage in the area so more often in summer but still year round. 11/19/2016 9:45 AM

6 Hunting and camping, 11/19/2016 12:55 AM

7 As a retired teacher and driver ed. instructor (for five school districts) (substitute now) and in charge of all home
athletic games, I travel M-134 all the time (to our games & school; playoffs, tournaments at other EUP schools).
During summer months, loads of vacationers ride their bikes on the small strip of pavement that extends only a couple
of feet beyond the "driving lane". Other motorists do not allow for the stability of the biker if they happen to ride on the
gravel shoulder area - or to slow down a little before they "pass the biker. This is definitely a safety issue that should
be remedied immediately.

11/18/2016 10:30 PM

8 My parents and in laws live in cedarville / both my husband and I grew up there 11/18/2016 9:57 PM

9 We travel it frequently during the 3 months each summer that we live in Cedarville, MI. 11/18/2016 8:49 PM

10 Summer resident so use on the weekends July-september 11/18/2016 7:20 PM

11 During the summer months 11/18/2016 7:04 PM

12 From June to August. Almost every year 11/18/2016 5:29 PM

13 own a cottage off of M-134 spend more time in the spring and summer but also time in the fall and winter months 11/18/2016 5:20 PM

Commute to work

Commute to
school

Recreation

0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

 Never A few times a
year

A few times a
month

Once or twice a
week

More than twice a
week

Total Weighted
Average

Commute to work

Commute to
school

Recreation
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14 Once or twice a month I go to a d from Escanaba to visit sisters and chaeufer for doctor appointments. 11/18/2016 4:45 PM

15 2- 3 times each month from May through October 11/18/2016 3:17 PM

16 I live on this road & drive on it daily. 11/18/2016 2:14 PM

17 one car, two people, two jobs, maybe travel 134 four times a day 11/18/2016 12:54 PM

18 I reside in 134 11/18/2016 12:28 PM

19 Biking to trails and to Hessel 11/18/2016 12:21 PM

20 Trips to Soo 11/18/2016 2:13 AM
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Q3 Please consider the following
statements, which describe perceived

issues within the M-134 corridor that have
been discussed by the committee. To what
extent do you personally agree or disagree
with each of the statements? Please check

one response for each statement
Answered: 61 Skipped: 0

24.59%
15

37.70%
23

14.75%
9

19.67%
12

3.28%
2

 
61

 
2.39

14.75%
9

14.75%
9

32.79%
20

27.87%
17

9.84%
6

 
61

 
3.03

27.87%
17

29.51%
18

19.67%
12

14.75%
9

8.20%
5

 
61

 
2.46

19.67%
12

36.07%
22

14.75%
9

21.31%
13

8.20%
5

 
61

 
2.62

16.39%
10

45.90%
28

21.31%
13

14.75%
9

1.64%
1

 
61

 
2.39

63.93%
39

27.87%
17

6.56%
4

1.64%
1

0.00%
0

 
61

 
1.46

# Other (please specify) Date

There are
inadequate...

There are
inadequate...

There are
inadequate...

Conflicts
between cars...

The byway
lacks...

Protecting the
environment ...

0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

 Strongly
Agree

Agree Neither
Agree or
Disagree

Disagree Strongly
Disagree

Total Weighted
Average

There are inadequate opportunities for public access to
beach/waterfront areas.

There are inadequate opportunities for public access to ATV/ORV and
snowmobile trails within the Cedarville, DeTour, and Drummond Island
area.

There are inadequate opportunities for "Quiet Recreation" such as bird
watching, hiking, bicycling, and snowshoeing. 

Conflicts between cars, ATV/ORVs, bicycles, and pedestrians are a
problem along the corridor.

The byway lacks directional and informational signage to recreation and
historic attractions.

Protecting the environment and preserving wildlife habitat should be a
priority when considering future projects.
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1 The Search bay area needs the road fixed and a primitive camping update. 11/19/2016 12:55 AM

2 Have MDOT abdominal DNR stop spraying pesticides and over mowing. There needs to be protected dedicated "no
mow" areas. To protect Springs yellow lady slipper orchids. I watched pesticides being sprayed near water on M134
that needs to stop. Stop mowing milkweed stop making cattails. So far it has been over-manicured and over mowed.
With no regard or respect to leaving habitat for pollinators.

11/18/2016 8:52 PM

3 We need a safe bicycle path!!! 11/18/2016 8:16 PM

4 Bike path between Cedarville and Hessel 11/18/2016 3:16 PM

5 I think that our area would benefit from a bike path a great deal. 11/18/2016 2:14 PM

6 There is no wetland protection unless a wetland has been bought by a land preservation organization. Several wildlife
corridors should be identified to ensure wildlife access to the waterfront form the upland habitat.

11/18/2016 12:21 PM
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Q4 What is the biggest problem that you
encounter along the North Huron Scenic

Byway (M-134 Corridor)?
Answered: 47 Skipped: 14

# Responses Date

1 Poor management 12/14/2016 12:53 PM

2 Difficult to walk or ride bikes due to traffic. Just is not safe. 12/12/2016 10:02 AM

3 Few turnouts, would also like some passing lanes. 12/6/2016 10:50 PM

4 Icy roads. No passing lane 12/6/2016 10:05 PM

5 Varying vehicle speeds but I don't think there is much you can do about that. 12/6/2016 8:18 PM

6 Wild life in the road - Visibility ATV/ORVs keeping them where they should be - Patrols 12/6/2016 12:54 PM

7 I have a problem getting a view the water but would hate to have trees cut down just to give a view. Maybe a "rest
area" might be nice for a restroom break.

12/6/2016 12:53 PM

8 No Bike path 12/6/2016 7:29 AM

9 I think I answered that in question #5 12/5/2016 11:42 PM

10 Have not run into any problems yet. 12/5/2016 10:28 PM

11 Vehicles racing out of control to catch the ferry. 12/5/2016 9:25 PM

12 Speeding cars 12/5/2016 8:38 PM

13 Lack of historical areas 12/5/2016 6:19 PM

14 Signage 12/5/2016 6:15 PM

15 none really. But maybe one more gas station near the I-75 turnoff. Otherwise you have to get gas in Cedarville or
DTour, or on Drummond.

12/5/2016 9:57 AM

16 Too many closed shops. 11/28/2016 9:22 PM

17 Biking & finding trails for cross country & snowshoe 11/28/2016 9:11 PM

18 No phone service or Internet. 11/19/2016 7:46 PM

19 Have not encountered problems as when driving it I am in another zone and just enjoying the drive and scenery 11/19/2016 9:45 AM

20 The noise from the center lane noise makers. The traffic can be a bit fast in the summer. 11/19/2016 12:55 AM

21 Within the "populated areas" (small towns of Hessel and Cedarville), and along the forested areas that line M-134, of
course, you have numerous deer crossings/wild life - at all times of the day.

11/18/2016 10:30 PM

22 Don't really have a problem with it, but it would be terrific if there a bike path with some picnic areas. 11/18/2016 10:23 PM

23 Deer I guess? 11/18/2016 9:57 PM

24 Poor signage 11/18/2016 8:49 PM

25 Snowy roads in winter, not properly taken care of. 11/18/2016 8:35 PM

26 As a cyclist I fear my safety. 11/18/2016 8:16 PM

27 People do not respect anyone either walking or bicycling on this roadway. Getting over to give others space just does
not happen

11/18/2016 7:33 PM

28 Dangerous to walk or bicycle 11/18/2016 7:04 PM

29 There aren't any bike, walking or running trails which makes quiet recreation dangerous and difficult at times. 11/18/2016 6:19 PM

30 Nervous about biking 11/18/2016 5:29 PM

31 seeing a junk yard without a wood fence or know tree buffer to block the trashed cars and trucks. 11/18/2016 5:20 PM
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32 Traffic in Cedarville. 11/18/2016 5:05 PM

33 Places to pass safely. 11/18/2016 4:49 PM

34 Don't have problems. 11/18/2016 4:45 PM

35 Don't have a problem 11/18/2016 4:42 PM

36 Cars speeding 11/18/2016 4:32 PM

37 Occasional traffic snarls at M-129 intersection. 11/18/2016 3:56 PM

38 needs pedestrian/bike path 11/18/2016 3:16 PM

39 bicyclists 11/18/2016 2:14 PM

40 Potholes 11/18/2016 1:38 PM

41 while walking dog, pine river bridge is a suicide walk. no walkway for pedestrians. almost been hit numerous times. 11/18/2016 12:54 PM

42 There's no safe area to walk or ride bikes with children for people who reside on 134 11/18/2016 12:28 PM

43 Urban sprawl! 11/18/2016 12:21 PM

44 No available bike lane 11/18/2016 12:11 PM

45 Lack of quiet space to take a break from driving 11/18/2016 2:13 AM

46 Lack of shoulder for bicycles on Drummond Island and parts of 134 on mainland 11/17/2016 9:39 AM

47 Lack of signage 11/16/2016 3:29 PM

8 / 15

North Huron Scenic Byway Community Survey

141



Q5 What feature or element of the North
Huron Scenic Byway (M-134 corridor) is

most worthy of protection?
Answered: 49 Skipped: 12

# Responses Date

1 The beaches 12/14/2016 12:53 PM

2 The natural beauty of the area. 12/12/2016 10:02 AM

3 Pristine shoreline. 12/6/2016 10:50 PM

4 Beach areas. Scenic views. Historical markers 12/6/2016 10:05 PM

5 Environment (natural areas, wildlife, etc). 12/6/2016 8:18 PM

6 Protecting the environment. 12/6/2016 12:54 PM

7 The beauty and the undeveloped land. 12/6/2016 12:53 PM

8 Dunes 12/6/2016 7:29 AM

9 I think the bike paths and recreational vehicles paths are a really great idea. The recreational vehicles are becoming
more and more popular. I think it would really help promote tourism in the area if people can use these vehicles. Im
not sure if there are trails from I75 to DeTour but I do know that once you get on Drummond Island you can't ride them
until you get to the end of 134 so a lot of people dont go to Drummond Island for that reason.

12/5/2016 11:42 PM

10 The beaches 12/5/2016 9:25 PM

11 Natural landscape 12/5/2016 8:38 PM

12 Any and all historical landmarks 12/5/2016 6:15 PM

13 waterfront vistas, especially control of invasive plants like phragmites, which if allowed to grow like in other Great
Lakes, will ruin the scenic value of the area

12/5/2016 9:57 AM

14 The wildlife and their habitat. 11/28/2016 9:22 PM

15 Trees, wild flowers, birds 11/28/2016 9:11 PM

16 All current natural areas 11/27/2016 7:00 PM

17 Access to the water, bicycle lanes, public restrooms 11/19/2016 7:46 PM

18 The wood lined highway 11/19/2016 9:45 AM

19 Search Bay 11/19/2016 12:55 AM

20 sand beaches, shore areas, water views. 11/18/2016 10:35 PM

21 The entire stretch! 11/18/2016 10:30 PM

22 All of it! The lakefront, the wildlife, the open space, the woods.....it's an amazing place! 11/18/2016 10:23 PM

23 Shoreline 11/18/2016 9:57 PM

24 Yellow lady slipper orchids, milkweed, leave it wild. 11/18/2016 8:52 PM

25 It's natural appearance. 11/18/2016 8:49 PM

26 Beach front access for public 11/18/2016 8:35 PM

27 Shoreline for bird habitat as well as public access. 11/18/2016 8:16 PM

28 The beaches 11/18/2016 7:20 PM

29 Water views 11/18/2016 6:59 PM

30 Sand dunes 11/18/2016 6:42 PM

31 The shoreline and forests. 11/18/2016 6:19 PM
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32 all of it. 11/18/2016 5:20 PM

33 The Dunes. 11/18/2016 5:05 PM

34 Nature 11/18/2016 4:49 PM

35 The natural look... 11/18/2016 4:45 PM

36 View of the lake 11/18/2016 4:42 PM

37 Wildlife habitat and green space 11/18/2016 4:32 PM

38 Lake vistas. 11/18/2016 3:56 PM

39 Natural resources 11/18/2016 3:17 PM

40 the scenic areas, views of the water 11/18/2016 2:14 PM

41 Waterways 11/18/2016 1:38 PM

42 cedar trees 11/18/2016 12:54 PM

43 All of the nature 11/18/2016 12:28 PM

44 Natural features and green belts, especially wetlands. Run off from roads into streams, road salt and sediment being
main concerns.

11/18/2016 12:21 PM

45 Water front and cedar swaps should be preserved as much as possible. 11/18/2016 12:11 PM

46 The Beaches 11/18/2016 5:58 AM

47 Dunes 11/18/2016 2:13 AM

48 Wide paved shoulder for road bicycles and pedestrians with rumble strip between car lane and shoulder. 11/17/2016 9:39 AM

49 Water 11/16/2016 3:29 PM
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Q6 What one thing would you do along the
byway to promote and enhance tourism?

Answered: 48 Skipped: 13

# Responses Date

1 More shopping opprotunities and recreational activities 12/14/2016 12:53 PM

2 Advertise area more Try to attract upscale restaurant to De Tour or give incentives to current restaurant to improve
offerings.

12/12/2016 10:02 AM

3 Work with local communities to develop a overarching activity, I.e. passport with stamps from local businesses and
scenic areas.

12/6/2016 10:50 PM

4 More accessible beach areas with parking. Clear beaches of weeds, grass, and rocks. Need a public boat launch. One
launch closer to the mackinaw bridge one between the bridge and detour village's launch

12/6/2016 10:05 PM

5 Easy to read, appropriate way finding signage. Too often there aren't signs, hard to read signs or too much information
for a motorist to actually read. There should be some sort of recognizable brand to promote the area that is
consistently applied to the signage.

12/6/2016 8:18 PM

6 Down state advertisement 12/6/2016 12:54 PM

7 A rest area for bathroom breaks. 12/6/2016 12:53 PM

8 Viewing platforms at historic markers 12/6/2016 7:29 AM

9 Adding / pointing out points of interest along the way. 12/5/2016 11:42 PM

10 More signs showing areas of scenic interest. 12/5/2016 10:28 PM

11 Clean up litter 12/5/2016 9:25 PM

12 Bike paths 12/5/2016 6:15 PM

13 increase signage 12/5/2016 9:57 AM

14 Encourage more shops, galleries, etc and a bakery! 11/28/2016 9:22 PM

15 Safe trail to bike, hike, snowshoe 11/28/2016 9:11 PM

16 Better signage 11/27/2016 7:00 PM

17 Down with the bill boards and maybe more state informational signage 11/19/2016 9:45 AM

18 A state camp ground and some type of launching ramp from Cedarville to Detour. 11/19/2016 12:55 AM

19 turn offs with rest areas 11/18/2016 10:35 PM

20 ADD a real bike path/paved area along the entire stretch - on BOTH sides of the highway. 11/18/2016 10:30 PM

21 OK, so I'm selfish...I spend time there in the summer for the quiet. It is the most beautiful and peaceful place on the
planet...and I've done the Greek Islands, the Med, the Carribean...none of it holds a candle to the UP. Don't lose the
peace and quiet...that's part of the magic. It's like entering a different world.

11/18/2016 10:23 PM

22 I always thought the bike route idea would be awesome but I can appreciate how expensive that would be 11/18/2016 9:57 PM

23 Stop over mowing! Bird watchers and eco-tourism does not want to see the diverse plants mowed. People cone here
to observe nature and wild orchids. Have protected no mow areas desinated.

11/18/2016 8:52 PM

24 Access to hiking, birding, etc. 11/18/2016 8:49 PM

25 Boat launch and public beach 11/18/2016 8:35 PM

26 Build a bike path. 11/18/2016 8:16 PM

27 Signage 11/18/2016 7:20 PM

28 Bicycle lane 11/18/2016 7:04 PM

29 Roadside parks 11/18/2016 6:59 PM
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30 I think it is adequate but still dangerous for bikes and cars 11/18/2016 5:29 PM

31 better signage , lighting along the highway. Also maybe a road side park within Hessel and Cedarville area because
Detour is 24miles east.

11/18/2016 5:20 PM

32 Get rid of blinking light at Cedarville - build a roundabout. 11/18/2016 5:05 PM

33 Remove dead trees. Open up to lake. 11/18/2016 4:49 PM

34 I'm a fan of bike paths. I saw more bikers this year. 11/18/2016 4:45 PM

35 More scenic turnouts and historical markers 11/18/2016 4:42 PM

36 Bicycle path the full length. 11/18/2016 4:15 PM

37 Turnouts and informational signage. 11/18/2016 3:56 PM

38 bikepath 11/18/2016 3:16 PM

39 Bike path 11/18/2016 2:14 PM

40 Fishing turnout 11/18/2016 1:38 PM

41 i would put a bike path from iggy to hessel, next to the water, and even over the water in some areas. florida has trails
like this very serine

11/18/2016 12:54 PM

42 A bike lane 11/18/2016 12:28 PM

43 Protect land and build more sustainable trails. 11/18/2016 12:21 PM

44 Bike lane, even if it's just a widened shoulder for cyclist to safely bike. 11/18/2016 12:11 PM

45 Build a deck with seating around the DeTour Reef Light Station Historical Marker for tourist to take a break, sit and
enjoy the history and scenic beauty of the area.

11/18/2016 5:58 AM

46 Viewing platform at Historic Marker for the Detour Reef lighthouse 11/18/2016 2:13 AM

47 Extend 4 foot paved shoulder the full length of M134 from I75 to Drummond Island. 11/17/2016 9:39 AM

48 Signage 11/16/2016 3:29 PM
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53.33% 32

28.33% 17

3.33% 2

15.00% 9

Q7 Are you a year-round or seasonal
resident of one of the M-134 corridor

communities? (Cedarville, Hessel, DeTour,
Drummond Island)

Answered: 60 Skipped: 1

Total 60

Year-round

Seasonally in
the summer

Seasonally in
the winter,...

Not a resident

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Answer Choices Responses

Year-round

Seasonally in the summer

Seasonally in the winter, spring or fall

Not a resident
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Q8 Please provide any other comments you
may have related to the byway as a

transportation corridor, destinations along
the corridor, or use of the area by residents

and/or visitors.
Answered: 16 Skipped: 45

# Responses Date

1 Disc golf is a popular activity in other areas. I think this should be considered as an attraction. It would bring another
group of people to the area. Also, more money should be allocated to improving De Tour Village Botanical Gardens.
Visitors have many positive comments about it but it definitely needs work.

12/12/2016 10:02 AM

2 I think the corridor functions well right now but as a visitor I do not interact with it more than a few times a year on our
way to Drummond Island. I am sure it is difficult to educate about areas of interest or create new ones being along a
fast moving corridor. If there are public access points they are not always clear. I would suggest that new points of
interest be easily accessible so as to create a positive experience for guests, to the extent it doesn't take away from
the preservation of the environment. I know there must be a balance between residential and visitor needs/interests
and sometimes those needs/wants can be in conflict. If there is a desire to attract more tourists you may want to adopt
a regional marketing effort (outdoor recreation focus for example). You're stronger working together than apart.
Tourism is necessary for businesses but certainly can take away from the charm and appeal for residents and even for
visitors if it's not authentic to the area and becomes overdeveloped. I think the community leadership is doing a great
job! Without knowing the goals or the reason this is being evaluated I'm not sure I can add further value. Thanks for
letting a visitor voice their thoughts!

12/6/2016 8:18 PM

3 I use the byway to travel to the casino and also to DeTour. I love to sit along the lake shore and watch the freighters
go by.

12/6/2016 12:53 PM

4 Back in the day we had a welcome to Drummod Island sign the looked like an old fort just after you got off the ferry
boat. It streched across the road. I would like to see it be replaced. It would have to be moved forward (towards the
boat more) to keep cars from sliding into it on slippery winter days. It would also need to be a bit taller than the old one
was. If it was at least as tall as the opening on the ferry boat then every thing that came across the boat could fit under
it no problem. It could also house the much needed public bathrooms at the Ferry dock in one of the towers. The
other one could be a look out tower that people could climb up to see the DeTour Reef lighthouse. It could also
possibly house a Kiosk that would provide tourist info. I know we could get lots of support for fundraising on this. Every
time I post a photo of the old one every one wishes it was back there plus the fact that it could serve the other
purposes I described.

12/5/2016 11:42 PM

5 Our family enjoys quiet sports like birding, hiking, and kayaking. We strongly support these goals in the plan. We
especially encourage more non-motorized hiking trails on Drummond, and endorse plans to build hiking trails that lead
to Marble Head. We would gladly volunteer in building such trails, and I’m sure others would too. We strongly support
building bike paths. Several have been installed in northern Lower Michigan and they are heavily used. More safe
harbors for kayakers could be located around Drummond so that circle tours could be encouraged more and
completed safely. Of all the invasive plants in our region, I feel the invasive form of phragmites is the largest threat. A
grass that grows 6-12 feet tall can easily block all water vistas and greatly lower the quality of the entire area, as it has
done in Lake Michigan and Lake Erie, and lower Lake Huron. The eastern UP has only a few pockets of invasive
phragmites, and they should be aggressively controlled now before it is too late.

12/5/2016 9:57 AM

6 Love the bike trail along Lake Michigan to Petoskie. Love to see a safe trail put in from 75 to Drummond island 11/28/2016 9:11 PM

7 I may not be a resident but I do spend about 1/4-1/3 of my time at the cottage thus frequent the area. I love the area
as it is and is a hidden secret.

11/19/2016 9:45 AM

8 You can't see the water much west of Hessel. It might be nice to be able to view the water by the Nuns Creek area. 11/19/2016 12:55 AM

9 Living on the northern side of Lake Huron in the EUP, this area depends upon tourism as its main occupation. The
safety and well-being of our summer residents and generational visitors is incumbent on safe travel routes.

11/18/2016 10:30 PM

10 Stop using pesticides. Have designated no mow areas. Include the Indigenous perspective more. Local history of
Ojibwe.

11/18/2016 8:52 PM

11 Winter access for fishing, snowmobile, skiing. 11/18/2016 8:35 PM

12 Very thankful for new birding trail!! Thankful for TNC and LTC for their constant monitoring . 11/18/2016 8:16 PM

14 / 15

North Huron Scenic Byway Community Survey

147



13 I would be very unhappy if fast food joints etc. we're put in. Leave that to the cities. 11/18/2016 4:45 PM

14 to increase toursim to our area, we have to undrstand what the new generation wants when they go on vacation. i feel
the youth wants biking, hiking, boating, beaches, and trending activities like zip lines, and obsticle courses, mini golf.
we know people come here for outdoors reasons, let's give them just that.

11/18/2016 12:54 PM

15 The corridor needs to be slowed down. More non-motorized transportation and opportunities for nature based
recreation.

11/18/2016 12:21 PM

16 Most of M134 is unfriendly to pedestrians and bicycles. We don't need a separate trail -- just a wider paved shoulder. 11/17/2016 9:39 AM
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D. Official Endorsements 
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