
—5-YEAR DNR RECREATION PLAN DEVELOPMENT PROJECT— 

Where: 
 

Exciting times lie ahead for the Eastern Upper Peninsula. In 2014 and early 2015, the Eastern Upper 

Peninsula Regional Planning and Development Commission (EUPRPDC)—proudly serving the Michigan 

counties of Chippewa, Luce and Mackinac, completed an economic development plan titled Elevating the 

Eastern Upper Peninsula, which identifies a need for recreation plans throughout the region so that 

communities can apply for Michigan Department of Natural Resources (DNR) Recreation Grant Programs. 

What: 
 

Earlier this year, the EUPRDPC was awarded a grant by Michigan’s Department of Technology, 

Management and Budget under the Regional Prosperity Initiative (RPI) that has provided the EUPRPDC 

with the means to develop 5-year DNR recreation plans at no cost to townships within the Eastern Upper 

Peninsula. 

A 5-year DNR recreation plan will give your community an opportunity to pursue grants to leverage your 

resources and provide your community with a greater return on its parks and recreation investments; it may 

also be used to help your community realize conservation goals. Moreover, by equipping local 

municipalities with the tools necessary to develop exciting communities, our region ensures that it is doing 

all it can to be attractive to enterprise, students, tourists, and residents alike.     

Who: 
 

Townships in the region without recreation plans set to expire this year or plans already underway are all 

being invited to be develop a new plan with EUPRPDC’s assistance. Of course, there are several important 

things to note:  

 Participation is optional: If your township does not desire to participate, you do not have to and 

can pursue your own plan without EUPRPDC’s assistance. 

 If your township works closely with a neighboring township, your communities may want to 

pursue a Joint Recreation Plan—particularly if you are already sharing services and pursuing 

projects with one another. If you pursue this route, please note that both townships would have 

to concur on amendments to the plan and both boards would have to pass a resolution adopting 

the plan. If interested, please inform EUPRPDC right away.    

 In order for the DNR to recognize plans from eligible townships, the governing body of your 

township with the authority to make final decisions on parks and recreation expenditures will 

have to pass a resolution adopting the plan.  

 The development of your township’s 5-year DNR recreation plan will be funded, coordinated, 

and put together by the EUPRPDC—though non-EUPRPDC staff time will not be reimbursed.  

 Grant writing that occurs after your township’s plan is approved will be done by the township. 

The primary point of contact between the EUPRPDC and your community will be your township’s authority 

on parks and recreation. Whether that is parks and recreation director, recreation committee chair, or 

township supervisor, the EUPRDPC intends to maintain a clear and open line of communication to ensure 

that DNR guidelines are followed and everyone is satisfied with what is produced.  

When:  
 

We intend for the development of this plan will to take place from when you receive this packet to January 

2016—though this date is subject to change. By operating on this rather quick-paced timeline, adequate 

time will be allotted for the DNR to review and approve the plan by March 1, 2016, so that those 

http://eup-planning.org/PDF/RPI/Elevating%20The%20EUP_Final_EUPRPDC.pdf
http://eup-planning.org/PDF/RPI/Elevating%20The%20EUP_Final_EUPRPDC.pdf
http://eup-planning.org/economic-development/rpi


participating in this plan will be able to apply for monies from DNR Recreation Grant Programs by April 

1, 2016—and the plan will last until 2020. 

Why:  
 

The main purpose of putting this plan together for your township, as previously alluded to, is so that your 

community will be eligible to apply for the three (3) Recreation Grant Programs available through the DNR: 

 Michigan Natural Resources Trust Fund; 

 Land and Water Conservation Fund; and 

 Recreation Passport (note: a community can use an annual Capital Improvement Plan instead 

of a 5-year creation plan for Recreation Passport). 

See enclosed document for further details on each of the Recreation Grant Programs available. 

Having a recreation plan will illuminate the parks, recreation, and conservation assets throughout your 

township. Furthermore, recreation has always been a major part of the economy and lifestyle here in the 

Eastern Upper Peninsula; by providing your township with this plan, the EUPRPDC desires to ensure local 

communities can go after grants that will help continue that trend.  

How:  
 

In order for this project to properly come together, many players will have to act in unison—and 

individually—to pull together the information needed, conduct the assessments required, and gather public 

input.  

Public input will be solicited using the following methods: 

 A public-input questionnaire (the EUPRPDC will assemble and distribute); 

 Community-specific workshop(s)—focusing on recreation within your township (to be conducted 

by township parks and recreation authority using materials produced by the EUPRPDC); and 

 A public hearing as part of a township board or recreation committee meeting (will be advertised 

by EUPRPDC at least 1 week prior to event). 

See enclosed document with a detailed breakdown of the timeline we are proposing and responsibilities for 

the EUPRPDC and participating townships.  

Deadline: 
 

If you township desires to have a 5-year DNR recreation plan developed by the EUPRPDC, the EUPRPDC 

will need confirmation as soon as possible once your township board has had an opportunity to meet 

and discuss this project. If you would like to have EUPRPDC staff talk at your next meeting, please inform 

the EUPRPDC immediately.  

Contact Information: 
 

Eric Wedesky will be coordinating this project for the EUPRPDC. Please do not hesitate to contact him at 

any point in time during this process.  

 Office: 906.635.1581 x 5 

 Fax: 906.635.9582 

 Mobile: 248.410.6755 

 Email: ewedesky@eup-planning.org 

 Address: 1118 East Easterday Avenue, Sault Ste. Marie, Michigan 49783 

http://www.michigan.gov/documents/dnr/Grants_Management_-_Recreation_Grants_Fact_Sheet_384268_7.pdf
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